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MARRIAGE OFFICIANT
There has been much discussion about who may officiate weddings and how to complete the marriage
certificate.
Wisconsin Statutes § 765.16 (1m) provides that the following are authorized to be officiating persons:
(a) Any ordained member of the clergy of any religious denomination or society who continues to be an
ordained member of the clergy.
(b) Any licentiate of a denominational body or an appointee of any bishop serving as the regular
member of the clergy of any church of the denomination to which the member of the clergy belongs, if
not restrained from so doing by the discipline of the church or denomination.
(c) The 2 parties themselves, by mutual declarations that they take each other as husband and wife, in
accordance with the customs, rules and regulations of any religious society, denomination or sect to
which either of the parties may belong.
Note: If either party can answer “YES” that they do belong to a religious society, denomination
or sect that believes and allows self-marriages, then the couple may do this.
(d) Any judge of a court of record or a reserve judge appointed under s. 753.075.
(e) Any circuit court commissioner appointed under SCR 75.02 (1) or supplemental court commissioner
appointed under s. 757.675 (1).
(f) Any municipal judge.
(2m) An officiating person under sub. (1m) (a), (b), (d), (e), or (f) must be at least 18 years old.
The October 2005 Attorney General’s opinion states that there is no longer any requirement that credentials
be presented for filing. It goes on to say that the clerk is not required to, and not authorized to, validate
whether the two parties themselves are acting in accordance with the customs, rules and regulations of any
religious society, denomination or sect to which either may belong. It also states:
Ministers or clergy ordained or appointed through the “internet” may solemnize marriages if they
meet the requirements of Wis. Stat. § 765.16. The statute does not permit, and the Constitution of
the United States may prohibit, inquiry into the method of ordination or appointment.

Please note the following penalties according to Wis. Stat. § 765.30:
(2) The following may be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 9 months or both:
(c) Penalty for false solemnization of marriage. Any person, not being duly authorized by the laws of this
state, who intentionally undertakes to solemnize a marriage in this state; or any person who intentionally
participates in or in any way aids or abets any false or fictitious marriage.
(3) The following shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $500, or imprisoned not more than 6
months, or both:
(a) Penalty for unlawful solemnization of marriage. Any officiating person who solemnizes a marriage
unless the contracting parties have first obtained a proper marriage license as heretofore provided; or
unless the parties to such marriage declare that they take each other as husband and wife; or without
the presence of 2 competent adult witnesses; or solemnizes a marriage knowing of any legal
impediment thereto; or solemnizes a marriage more than 30 days after the date of the marriage license;
or falsely certifies to the date of a marriage solemnized by the officiating person; or solemnizes a
marriage in a county other than the county prescribed in s. 765.12.
(b) Penalty for unlawful solemnization by parties. Where a marriage is solemnized without the presence
of an officiating person if the parties to such marriage solemnize the same without the presence of 2
competent adult witnesses or more than 30 days after the date of the license; or falsely certify to the
date of such marriage; or solemnize the same in a county other than the county prescribed in s. 765.12.
No marriage hereafter contracted shall be void by reason of want of authority or jurisdiction in the officiating
person solemnizing such marriage, if the marriage is in other respects lawful, and is consummated with the
full belief on the part of the persons so married, or either of them, that they have been lawfully joined in
marriage. Wis. Stat. § 765.22.
If the parties question the legality of any Officiant, they should be advised to seek legal counsel. Also, the
parties should be advised that they may choose any Officiant they would like, however, if the marriage
certificate is questioned by any agency (Social Security, motor vehicle, military or an insurance company),
the burden of proof is on them. The State Vital Records Office and the County Offices should not give legal
advice.
Common sense needs to be exercised by the non-traditional marriage Officiants; they need to
understand they are completing a legal document and it will be with the couple the rest of their
lives.
Please review the next two pages for additional information for the marriage applicants and officiants.

TO THE MARRIAGE OFFICIANT:
Please complete the Marriage License with BLACK ink.
PLEASE PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE MUNICIPALITY WHERE THE
MARRIAGE ACTUALLY TAKES PLACE.
Municipalities located in Rock County are as follows:

Cities
Beloit
* Brodhead
* Edgerton
Evansville
Janesville
Milton

Villages

Townships

Clinton
Footville
Orfordville

Avon
Beloit
Bradford
Center
Clinton
Fulton
Harmony
Janesville
Johnstown
La Prairie
Lima
Magnolia
Milton
Newark
Plymouth
Porter
Rock
Spring Valley
Turtle
Union

*Located in 2 Counties
**Located in 2 Townships

Unincorporated Places/Use
Corrected Township
Afton/Rock
Avalon/Bradford
Cooksville/Porter
Emerald Grove/Bradford
Hanover/Plymouth
Indianford/Fulton
Johnston Center/Johnstown
Leyden/Janesville
Lima Center/Lima
Newville/Fulton
Shopiere/Turtle
** Tiffany/La Prairie/Turtle

IN CASE OF ERROR ON CERTIFICATE: Cross out the error and make the correction.
WITHIN THREE (3) DAYS:
The completed form must be returned by the marriage officiant to the Register of Deeds
Office in the county where the ceremony was performed.
If the ceremony was performed in Rock County, please send the license to:
Rock County Register of Deeds
51 South Main Street
Janesville, WI 53545
If you have questions regarding filling out the
marriage license, please call (608) 757-5656.

