" Pariner Spotlight: Healthcare

Rock Counfy UNDERSTANDING HEALTHCARE PARTNERSHIPS
Public Health FOR HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES

Partner Overview

Our healthcare partnerships are grounded in the belief that treatment and prevention go
hand in hand. Health is shaped not only in clinical settings, but also through prevention, early
intervention, and coordinated care. By working alongside healthcare professionals, hospitals,
clinics, and health systems, we combine our expertiseto promote access to care, prevent
disease, and improve well-being of all Rock County residents.

Our Local Work in Action

EXAMPLES OF HOW WE PARTNER WITH HEALTHCARE

Access to Care Workgroup: We routinely meet with leaders from HealthNet, Beloit Area
Community Health Systems, and local hospitals like SSM, Edgerton, Beloit, and
Mercyhealth to address barriers to affordable, quality care in Rock County. The group
coordinates efforts, shares expertise, develops strategies to improve access for uninsured
and underinsured residents, and continues to grow.
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Infection Prevention Consortium: The Rock County Infection Prevention Consortium
brings together infection preventionists from local and regional public health, acute
care, and long-term care. The consortium meets quarterly to share education, resources,
and updates, discuss local disease trends, and support peer-to-peer problem solving.

i

l%.).

Community Health Needs Assessment: The Community Health Needs Assessment
(CHNA) is a collaborative process used to identify and prioritize key health needs in Rock
County. We engage with healthcare partners to align assessments and implementation
plans, strengthen data sharing, coordination, and resource utilization.
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Expedited Partner Therapy: Expedited Partner Therapy (EPT) is an evidence-based
approach in which a person diagnosed with a sexually transmitted infection (STI) is
provided medication or prescriptions for their sexual partners without the partners
needing to visit healthcare providers. The health department offers EPT, working with
local healthcare systems to coordinate referrals and provide education.
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Care Coordination: We coordinate with local healthcare providers when a Rock County
resident tests positive for a communicable disease like tuberculosis or an STI. RCPH
nurses support clients and providers by facilitating referrals, ensuring appropriate
treatment, and providing education on follow-up care and prevention strategies.




Opportunities for Partnership
COLLABORATING FOR IMPACT

» Public Health Data and Insight: Provide local disease trends, highlight social
determinants of health, and translate complex data into clear, actionable

information.
What We » Evidence-Based Guidance: Share proven frameworks and prevention
Offer approaches to support clinical decision-making and community health

improvement efforts.
« Technical Assistance: Support the development and implementation of plans,
programs,and policiesthat align prevention and care.

« Aligned Community Health Strategies: Collaborate on assessments, shared
action plans, and community benefit investments to improve access, coverage,
and health outcomes.

e Cross-Sector Grant Opportunities: Co-apply for funding that advances shared
priorities, combining clinical expertise with public health strategy.

What We » Stronger Care Coordination: Enhance referral, follow-up, and navigation systems
Can Build to better connect individuals to clinical and community-based services.
Together « Workforce Development & Shared Learning: Create joint training and

learning opportunitiesthat build understanding across public health and
healthcare teams.

« Data Sharing & Use Agreements: Establish data sharing practices and formal
agreements to support coordinated planning, track outcomes, and inform
decision-making across partners.

How Partnerships Benefit Rock County Residents

When we work with healthcare partners, we aim to support connected, proactive, and accessible
care for our community. By aligning clinical treatment with prevention, early intervention, and
community-based support, we work together to strengthen health outcomes and reduce barriers to
care. Together, we support efforts to ensure residents receive the right care at the right time,
improving well-being across Rock County.

Who We Are

Rock County Public Health is a local health department in Rock County, Wisconsin, serving more
than 160,000 residents across 25 cities, villages, and towns. Our work focuses on creating conditions
that allow everyone to reach their full health potential. Strong, supportive partnerships with local,
state, and federal partners are essential to achieving our mission of improving population health in
Rock County.

What's Next?

We want to hear from you! Have an idea for a partnership? Want to discuss how we can work together
to build a healthier Rock County? Reach out to rchealthdept@co.rock.wi.us to chat.
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