Partner Spotlight: Education

Rock Counfy UNDERSTANDING EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
Public Health FOR HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES

Partner Overview

Our partnerships with educational organizations are grounded in the belief that student
health directly supports learning. The work we do with schools helps keep students healthy, in
school, and ready to learn each day. By collaborating with educators, childcare providers, and
schools, we address immediate needs, such as access to healthy food and illness prevention,
so students can focus on learning in safe, supportive environments.

Our Local Work in Action

EXAMPLES OF HOW WE PARTNER WITH EDUCATIONAL
ORGCANIZATIONS

Healthy Learning Environments: We partner with schools to complete wellness
assessments that review policies, practices, and environments affecting student
and staff health. We also support mental health through tools like CredibleMind
and participation in school mental health fairs.

School Health Collaborative: We convene school nurses, counselors, social
workers, and administrators to address emerging health concerns, share best
practices, and bring in community partners to share resources.
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Food and Nutrition: We help schools strengthen food policies, expand nutrition
education, and ensure food safety standards are met so students have consistent
access to safe, healthy meals.
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lliness Prevention and Monitoring: We work closely with schools to track illness
trends, support immunizations, and guide outbreak response, partnering with
school staff to implement practical steps that reduce the spread of disease.
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Childcare Partnerships: We collaborate with local childcare providers to promote
safe sleep practices, asthma education, breastfeeding-friendly environments, lead
poisoning prevention, and connection to trusted health resources that support
healthy development.




Opportunities for Partnership
COLLABORATING FOR IMPACT

« Health Education: Provide tailored, evidence-based presentations to
students and staff on timely, relevant public health topics.

o Public Health Community Resources: Connect schools and families

What We totrusted tools, programs, and services that support healthy environments
Offer and stronger communities.

* School Health Support: Maintain school-specific communication channels
to quickly share health guidance, outbreak updates, and clear, actionable
recommendations.

» PolicyDevelopment: Collaborate onschool policies that strengthen student
health and well-being.

» Data-Informed Planning: Collect andshare localdatato guide decision-
making and ensure strategies reflect current student and community needs.

¢ Grant Support: Strengthengrant applicationswithlocal health data, subject
matterexpertise, and letters of support thatdemonstrate community need
and impact.

What We Can
Build Together

How Partnerships Benefit Rock County Residents

When we work with educational organizations, we aim to support coordinated and
responsive approaches that strengthen student health and well-being. Health is shaped
by school policies, environments, and experiences throughout learning. Together, we
work to create safer, healthier, and more supportive spaces for students, school staff, and
families across Rock County.

Who We Are

Rock County Public Health is a local health department in Rock County, Wisconsin,
serving more than 160,000 residents across 25 cities, villages, and towns. Our work focuses
on creating conditions that allow everyone to reach their full health potential. Strong,
supportive partnerships with local, state, and federal partners are essential to achieving
our mission of improving population health in Rock County.

What's Next?

We want to hear from you! Have an idea for a partnership? Want to discuss how we can work
together to build a healthier Rock County? Reach out to rchealthdept@co.rock.wi.us to chat.
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