" Partner Spotlight: Government

Rock Count UNDERSTANDING GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIPS
Public Health FOR HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES

Partner Overview

Our partnerships with government agencies are rooted in the belief that we are stronger
together. Health is shaped by decisions made across all levels of government, in housing,
transportation, public safety, planning, parks, and more. By working side-by-side with
municipal, county, and state partners, we can create coordinated, community-centered
solutions that improve well-being for all Rock County residents.

Our Local Work in Action
EXAMPLES OF HOW WE PARTNER WITH GOVERNMENT

County, Cities, Towns, and Villages: We coordinate with local governments to

g— integrate public health into housing, transportation, land use, and emergency
S— plans. We also participate in committees like the Groundwater Nitrate Work Group

and provide guidance on the distribution of funds, including the National Opioid
Settlement.

including the County Board and state lawmakers, to share public health expertise,

@ Elected and Appointed Officials: We engage elected and appointed leaders,
inform policy, and champion strategies that support health in Rock County.

Libraries: We partner with libraries to distribute resources like radon test Kits,

blood pressure cuffs, and health information. This creates opportunities for
L J community connection and makes public health tools more accessible in trusted

spaces.

Emergency Medical Services and Local Law Enforcement: We work with first
@ responders on fatality case reviews to prevent future deaths, strengthen safety and
h‘d mental health resource access, and distribute life-saving supplies for people at risk

of overdose.

Human Services: We collaborate with Human Services through coalitions and
joint initiatives, like the Access to Care Collaborative, to expand healthcare access,
provide mental health resources, and address community health needs.




Opportunities for Partnership
COLLABORATING FOR IMPACT

» Evidence-Based Guidance: Share evidence-based strategies and
frameworks to inform public health and data-driven decision-making.

» Technical Assistance: Support the development and implementation
of plans, programs, or policies.

« Public Health Data, Analysis, and Interpretation: Provide local data
insights, highlight social determinants of health, and translate complex
data into meaningful, actionable information.

o Letters of Support: Prepare letters for grants, programs, or initiatives
that promote health.

What We
Offer

* Health Impact Assessments and Health Impact Checklists: Co-
develop tools to assess how proposed projects, developments, or
policies may affect community health.

» Feedback and Contributions to Municipal and County Plans: Offer
health-focused input on a range of local plans, policies, and ordinances.
Cross-Department Grant Opportunities: Co-apply for funding that
supports shared priorities, leveraging the strengths and expertise of
multiple government partners.

» Data Sharing & Use Agreements: Establish data sharing practices and
formal agreements to support coordinated planning, track outcomes,
and inform decision-making across partners.

What We Can
Build Together

How Partnerships Benefit Rock County Residents

When we work with local governments, we aim to support coordinated and responsive
approaches to the many factors that shape community health. Health is influenced by
decisions in housing, transportation, public safety, and more. Together, we work to help
create safer and healthier environments for all residents.

Who We Are

Rock County Public Health is a local health department in Rock County, Wisconsin, serving
more than 160,000 residents across 25 cities, villages, and towns. Our work focuses on
creating conditions that allow everyone to reach their full health potential. Strong,
supportive partnerships with local, state, and federal partners are essential to achieving our
mission of improving population health in Rock County.

What's Next?

We want to hear from you! Have an idea for a partnership? Want to discuss how we can work
together to build a healthier Rock County? Reach out to rchealthdept@co.rock.wi.us to chat.
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