
Rock County Health Alert Network

Local Health Alert #1: Increase in Pertussis Cases

Rock County is experiencing a higher rate of pertussis (whooping cough) cases than
in previous years. The Wisconsin DHS released a statewide Health Alert (Wisconsin
DHS Health Alert #61) pertaining to the increase in pertussis cases in September
2024.

November 22, 2024

Among Pertussis Cases in Rock County from Q3-Q4 of 2024:

62% occurred in those aged 10-19

45% reported receiving six doses of a pertussis-containing vaccine prior to

diagnosis

Up to 17% never received a dose of a pertussis-containing vaccine

97% reported having a cough, but only 30% reported the characteristic “whoop”

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/bulletins/3b7c7b4
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/bulletins/3b7c7b4


Recommendations for Healthcare Providers

Local Pertussis Case Investigations

get connected!

Questions or feedback? We would love to hear from you! Send us a message on our website.

Report: Within 24 hours, health care providers should report any suspected case online through the
Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System (WEDSS) or by fax using an Acute and
Communicable Disease Case Report to Rock County Public Health.

When a suspect case of pertussis is reported to Rock County Public Health, we call the client or client’s
guardian within 24 hours to ensure they are isolating and to gather information about close contacts that
may require notification and prophylaxis treatment. To help minimize further spread of illness, we remain
in contact with the client through their infectious period, typically through 5 days after treatment, or 21
days post cough onset. We often have to work with special settings, like schools, childcare facilities, and
healthcare settings, to identify additional close contacts and provide education and communication
resources.

Test and Treat: Consider pertussis in your differentials, and test with PCR whenever possible.
Recommended antimicrobial treatment and post-exposure for pertussis should be initiated upon
suspicion of disease for the patient and household contacts. See the DHS guidance for clinicians or
the AAP Redbook for specifics.

Educate and Vaccinate: Let your patients know to isolate at least until their test results are known
and that they can expect a call from Rock County Public Health with more guidance. Continue
recommending vaccination according to the CDC recommended schedule.

https://linktr.ee/rockcountypublichealth
https://www.co.rock.wi.us/Home/Components/FormBuilder/FormBuilder/e7cca070c46c4cc88157b6247b0ab5ff/529?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/f4/f44151.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/f4/f44151.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01992.pdf
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/book/755/Red-Book-2024-2027-Report-of-the-Committee-on?autologincheck=redirected
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/index.html

