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RE: Mother sentenced to 20 years in prison for “House of Horrors” 
 
Janesville, WI – Over the span of three decades, Kelly Markham stood by during the 
sexual assault of her children and other family members, at least once perpetrating sexual 
assault herself. This week, she was sentenced to twenty years in prison. 
 
Assistant District Attorney Alex Goulart argued for the twenty year sentence, which is the 
legal maximum for her charge under the old law. In his argument, he called the Markham 
home as a “house of horrors,” and Judge Ashley Morse agreed. Based on the seriousness 
of Markham’s conduct, Judge Morse sentenced her to the legal maximum, despite 
Markham’s attorney arguing for only ten years imprisonment.  
 
When she is released from prison, Markham will also be required to register as a sex 
offender for the rest of her life. Markham’s husband, Spencer Markham, was sentenced 
to a 40 year prison term in November of last year, with the first 30 years being initial 
incarceration.  
 
“Some crimes are too heinous not to seek a maximum sentence,” said District Attorney 
Jason Sanders, “I am proud of ADAs Alex Goulart and Maggie Ginocchio for pushing for 
– and getting – maximum punishment here. I am also extremely thankful for the excellent, 
empathetic work of Tammy Stuckey, Victim Witness Specialist, helping these victims 
through the court process. Perhaps above all else, we as a community, must commend 
these brave victims, for doing a very painful and difficult thing: standing up years later and 
facing their abusers.”   
 
Sanders added that he was extremely grateful to the Janesville Police Department. He 
stated, “Tracking down decades-old evidence of twisted abuse is hard work, and it’s not 
easy on the soul. The only rewards you get for all that work and pain are helping victims 
find closure and seeing our community impose the most serious punishment the law 
allows. The Janesville Police Department – and most especially Detective Erin Johnson 
– deserve tremendous credit and praise.” 
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