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Rock County
Public Health

Communicable Disease Quarterly Report

Rock County Public Health's (RCPH) communicable disease quarterly report provides a brief overview of
our county's communicable disease trends.

As a local public health department, we're responsible for investigating reportable conditions to determine
the source of a person's exposure and identify others they may have exposed. We also provide
education on disease prevention, assure disease transmission is limited, and help answer any questions

a person may have.

2024 Quarter 4
October 1 - December 31

Data Summary

\'\ Decrease

in gastrointestinal
disease from Q3 2024
to Q4 2024.

Increase

In vaccine preventable
disease from Q3 2024
to Q4 2024.

No major
ﬁ

changes

in other disease
categories from Q3
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2024 2023

Q1-Q4 Q1-Q4
Sexuvally Transmitted Infections

Chlamydia

Gonorrhea

Syphilis

Vaccine Preventable Disease

Hepatits B, Acute

Pertussis

Streptococcus Pneumoniae
Invasive Disease

Varicella (Chickenpox)

Respiratory Disease

COVID-19-Associated
Hospitalizations

Influenza-Associated
Hospitalizations

Invasive Strep A& B

Legionellosis

RSV-Associated
Hospitalizations

TB Infection (Latent TB)

Gastrointestinal Disease

Campylobacteriosis

Cryptosporidiosis

E. coli, Shiga Toxin-Producing
(STEC)

E. coli, Enteropathogenic
(EPEC)

Salmonellosis

Other

Carbapenemase-Producing
Organisms (CPQ)

The table above includes all confirmed cases of each disease. The table does not
include probable or suspect cases.

The table does not encompass the full list of Wisconsin's reportable diseases and
conditions. For the full list, visit Wisconsin DHS.

Red text signifies an increase in confirmed cases compared to the same time
period last year.

To view case counts of all reportable diseases and conditions, see our

supplemental tables.

Please note: These data are subject to change as open investigations of probable and suspect cases
may confirm or reject the status of a case.

Disease Spotlight: HIV

In 2024, Rock County experienced new HIV diagnoses at a rate three times greater than the last five
years, highlighting an urgent need for awareness, prevention, and support. Preventing HIV starts with
education on safe practices, considering Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) for those at higher risk,

and getting tested regularly.

Of people with known HIV diagnoses in Rock County in the past ten years:

« 85% were males

« 27% are aged 20-29, 23% are aged 30-39, and 23% are aged 40-49

« 53% reported their race as White, and 33% reported their race as Black

» 16% reported their ethnicity as Hispanic or Latino

« Routes of possible transmission of HIV in Rock County have been determined to include
vaginal/anal sex with a person of the same sex, vaginal/anal sex with a person of the opposite
sex, and relation to injection drug use.

How to help prevent the spread of HIV locally:

The CDC recommends everyone aged 13-64 get tested for HIV at least once. By incorporating HIV
testing into routine care for all, we can prevent community transmission of the virus and connect those
living with HIV to the treatment they need.

Hot Topics

While we monitor local disease activity, we also watch other infectious disease news, including a
multistate outbreak of Salmonella infections linked to cucumbers, an outbreak of Marburg virus disease

in the Republic of Rwanda, and the first diagnosis of clade | mpox in the United States.

We are also closely monitoring and preparing for the highly pathogenic avian influenza situation,
especially with the recent report of a positive human case in Barron County, WI.

New Info - Heads Up!

RCPH began its local health alert network (HAN) with the release of Local Health Alert #1, which
highlighted the continually increasing number of pertussis cases in Rock County. Pertussis was also

discussed in our Q3 Report.

To subscribe to our Local HAN, please visit our subscription page and select the RCPHD - Healthcare

Provider Updates topic.

Looking to Next Quarter

In the coming winter months, it is important to spread awareness of an increased risk in radon and
carbon monoxide poisonings. As individuals spend more time indoors with close windows, there is
greater exposure to these two harmful gases.

We also expect to see an increase in respiratory illness in Q1 of 2025 (January-March). In the coming
months, we'll be watching for surges in respiratory illness and staying up to date on current local,
state, and national communicable disease trends.

Spread the Word!

We would greatly appreciate you forwarding this bulletin to other Rock County healthcare providers so
they may also subscribe to our Healthcare Provider Updates topic for pertinent communicable disease
information and health alerts. We thank you for your help in keeping Rock County safe from

communicable diseases!

Questions or feedback? We would love to hear from you! Send us a message on our website.

GET CONNECTED!
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