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RE: Janesville man guilty of Reckless Homicide for tired, drinking crash

Janesville, WI — In the very early morning of April 23, 2023, Mark McCoy drove his truck
over the center line, causing a head-on collision that killed the driver he struck. This week,
after four days of trial, a Rock County jury found McCoy, age 51, guilty of Second-Degree
Reckless Homicide and Negligent Homicide by Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

In her opening statement, prosecutor Verity Altenberger told the jury that the evidence
would show McCoy had been up late at a friend’s house, was overtired and consumed
alcohol on the day his driving killed a mother who was driving to work. McCoy was treated
for injuries and had alcohol in his blood when it was drawn hours after the crash.
Witnesses told the jury that McCoy had sleeping issues and had multiple other accidents
while driving tired.

Altenberger also gave the closing argument, securing a guilty homicide verdict in her first
homicide trial. She tried the case alongside veteran prosecutor Rich Sullivan. Sullivan
gave rebuttal argument, describing McCoy’s choice to drive tired after drinking as "playing
a game of Russian roulette. Every person on the road was in danger because of his
actions." While it was uncertain whether McCoy was intoxicated, the jury found McCoy
guilty of homicide in two different ways.

The prosecutors thanked the “outstanding work” of the entire Victim Witness Office staff,
in particular Andrea Ehret and Lacey Sonntag. "With limited staff due to illness, Andrea
dedicated countless hours to guide the family of the deceased driver through the process
and to provide for their every need," Sullivan said. "Her dedication was without equal and
much appreciated by the victims."

McCoy is being held in the Rock County Jail until his sentencing date before Judge Ashley
Morse on March 14 of this year. He will be sentenced on the more severe conviction,
Second-Degree Reckless Homicide, and McCoy faces up to 15 years initial prison and
up to 10 years extended supervision.
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