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RE: Janesville man found guilty of 6th OWI at jury trial 
 
Janesville, WI –This week, after a multiple-day trial, a Rock County jury found Theodore 
Tamminga, age 41, guilty of OWI (6th offense). After unsuccessfully attempting to get 
evidence suppressed, Tamminga’s trial defense hinged on how he was not too impaired 
to drive, as evidenced by how well he parked his car. Assistant District Attorney David 
Zarwell, who tried the case for the State, told the jury that that Tamminga was “not 
charged with illegally parking a car, he’s charged with OWI.”  After about an hour of 
deliberations, the jury returned guilty verdicts on the OWI, and other assorted charges. 
 
On March 24, 2023, an employee at a Kwik Trip gas station contacted the Janesville 
Police Department around 2:11am, reporting that a man and woman were having a 
domestic disturbance in a car in the parking lot. Officer Bruce Danielson found the vehicle 
“on the move” and initiated a traffic stop. The driver, Tamminga, had a BAC of 0.13, and 
he was driving outside the hours of his occupational license, and without an ignition 
interlock installed. Tamminga had five prior OWI convictions. 
 
Under Wisconsin law, people convicted of a 6th offense OWI can be sentenced up to 10 
years in the Wisconsin Prison System, with a mandatory minimum of at least two years 
initial incarceration. “Frankly, I think the people of our community believe that your sixth 
OWI should be more than two years minimum,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders, “but 
that’s the law as currently written.” 
 
Sanders went on to compliment ADA David Zarwell, saying, “It is not a fun experience to 
spend a year fighting off defense motions trying to get evidence tossed, and then finally 
prove it to a jury. David Zarwell did an excellent job making sure Mr. Tamminga was 
accountable for his dangerous choices.” 
 
Tamminga is being held in the Rock County Jail until his sentencing date before Judge 
Ashley Morse on March 12 of this year.  
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