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RE: After Six Years, Dwayne Goodrich Guilty of Aggravated Battery to Elder

Janesville, WI — Late last night, after a multiple-day trial, a Rock County jury found
Dwayne Goodrich, age 52, guilty of three crimes, the most serious being Aggravated
Battery against an Elderly Person. For the victim of Goodrich’s crime and for prosecutor
Jerry Urbik, it was the culmination of six long years waiting for justice.

In November 2018, Goodrich (who was then age 46) lived with his then-wife (who was
then 72). The two were arguing sometime after midnight when Goodrich put his hands
around her throat before throwing her to the ground and kicking her. She grabbed a pair
scissors and stabbed him in the shoulder to get him to stop. She then ran and locked the
door to hide from him, but he found the key and attacked her again. Goodrich knocked
her to the ground and stomped on her face, while wearing boots. She suffered very
significant injuries.

Goodrich then told her to call police, so she could “watch them kill me.” The Janesville
Police Department arrived and successfully defused the situation without any shots fired.
Goodrich, who was already out on bond for a felony case in Richland County, posted
$15,000 cash bail on these charges. When the time for his trial came along, he
disappeared. He was finally located in Minnesota in 2024. By that time, the victim lived in
a nursing home out of state and was in a wheelchair.

The case was first tried in October 2024, but the jury never got to deliberate. It ended in
a mistrial because of an accidental misstatement by a witness in front of the jury. This
week, finally, Goodrich was found guilty of aggravated battery, plus obstructing and
disorderly conduct.

“‘Dwayne Goodrich is a terrible human,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders, “but at least
he did one good thing — he brought out the best in everyone else. It is not possible to say
enough good things about Jerry Urbik, whose tenacity finally got a guilty verdict in this
case and whose humanity really in sitting and talking with this elder victim and her family
for hours. Nor can you say enough about our victim-witness professionals, especially Kim
Rau, for her empathy, her planning, and her support of this victim and her family. This is
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a perfect example of the professionalism of the Janesville Police Department, who
managed to take control of the situation and take Goodrich into custody without firing a
shot — even though Goodrich had said he planned ‘suicide by cop.”

“‘Perhaps above all else,” continued Sanders, “it brought out the best in this victim and
her family. They had to get her from her nursing home and travel hours, by special
transport across state lines — twice — to see this thing through to a final guilty verdict. |
hope it helped bring them together, and | hope that when the judges deliver Goodrich’s
sentences, it brings closure.”

Assistant District Attorney Jerry Urbik also charged Goodrich with felony bail jumping for
his years of skipping court. Goodrich will be sentenced for those charges on March 5,
2025, by Judge Ashley Morse. He will be sentenced for his violent domestic felony on
May 1, 2025, by Judge John Wood.



