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Rock County Announces Finalist for County Administrator’s Position

Kevin Leavy, Chair of the Rock County Board of Supervisors, announced today that the County
Board Staff Committee has selected John Light as the finalist to replace County Administrator
Josh Smith, who resigned after serving Rock County for over ten years.

Mr. Light is currently the Interim Township Administrator for Lisle Township, IL through
MGT/GovHr USA. Previously Mr. Light has been the Director of Human Resources for Lake
County, IL, City of Des Plaines, IL, County of Kent, MI, Community Unit School District #300,
Carpentersville, IL, McHenry County, IL, and Town of Parker, CO. He also was the County
Administrator for Stephenson County, IL.

Forty-nine applications were received for the position by the deadline of December 6, 2024. Initial
interviews were held with six semi-finalists by the County Board Staff Committee and the number
was cut to three finalists. The finalists appeared at a County Board meeting on January 23 and at
a community event on January 22. The comments received from the community event were
provided to all County Board supervisors ahead of the Special County Board Staff Committee
meeting held on January 27, 2025, where the finalist was selected. A resolution will be brought
to the County Board Staff Committee at their meeting on February 10 and then to the full County
Board at their meeting on February 13 for approval.

Chair Leavy stated, “ Rock County appreciates all the candidates that participated in our
recruitment process. We believe that Mr. Light is the best candidate to assist the Board in shaping
the future of Rock County. We look forward to working collaboratively with him.”

For further information, contact Rock County Board Chair Kevin Leavy at (608) 346-2309.
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