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RE: Hill Sentenced to 35 in prison for Sexually Assaulting twelve-year-old.

SUMMARY: In Rock County Case No. 23CF896, Berryl D. Hill was found guilty of

Repeated Sexual Assault of a Child and 15t Degree Sexual Assault. Judge Barbara
McCrory sentenced Hill to 44 in the Wisconsin prison system, the first 35 of which

must be served in prison custody.

Janesville, W1 — In August of 2023, a twelve-year-old girl told an officer at the Beloit Police
Department that she had been sexually assaulted many times by Berryl D. Hill. Hill was
36 years older than his child victim, close to her family, and like an “uncle.” The Beloit
Police Department was able to secure very strong DNA evidence, and Hill pled guilty to
Repeated Sexual Assault of a Child and 15t Degree Sexual Assault in Rock County Case
No. 23CF896.

On March 20, Hill's sentence was argued before the Honorable Barbara McCrory. The
District Attorney’s Office, by veteran sex crimes prosecutor Alex Goulart, argued that the
judge should sentence Hill to 50 years in the prison system, the first 35 years of which
would be in custody. In his sentencing argument, Assistant District Attorney Goulart
highlighted that not only is the crime itself egregious, but Hill's crimes were even more
disgusting because he used his closeness with the family to take advantage of the victim.

Hill's attorneys argued that he should be sentenced to 7 or 8 years in prison, with 12 years
extended supervision. Judge McCrory sentenced him to serve 44 years in the prison
system, agreeing with the State that he should spend the first 35 years in custody. When
he is released from prison, Hill will be around 80 years old and required to register as a
Sex Offender for the rest of his life.

“What Berryl Hill did shocks the conscience. We must do what we can to protect the most
vulnerable and innocent, and nobody is more vulnerable and innocent than a child,” said
Goulart. He noted that he was “deeply thankful for the excellent, thorough,
compassionate, and empathetic work of Andrea Ehret, helping this victim and her family
through the court process.”
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“l ask the media not to report too many of the disgusting details, out of respect to this
young victim,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders, “but it is fair to say that she endured
a horrible trauma, and it took real guts for her to talk about it. She could never be happy
that this man did terrible things to her, but | hope that someday she takes pride in how
strong she was in dealing with it.”

Sanders added that he was extremely grateful to the Beloit Police Department in general,
and Officer Tala Cornell and Detective Amber Davies in particular. “In law enforcement,
we often say that if you're interacting with police officers, you're probably having one of
the worst days of your life. This young victim wasn’t just doing that, she was processing
trauma in real time and in an insanely difficult way. Detective Davies and Officer Cornell
were in a tricky spot — performing a thorough investigation while balancing true care and
empathy for the victim you are interviewing. They went above and beyond, and their work
in this case should be considered shining examples of the best of the Beloit Police
Department.”
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