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RE: Rock County DA calls on County Board to create Crime Prevention Fund

SUMMARY: DA Jason Sanders drafted a resolution to create a Crime Prevention
Fund in Rock County. This fund comes from a $20 surcharge for people convicted of
crimes, and could generate $15-20K annually for our community. The resolution is
being considered this month.

Janesville, WI — This week, Rock County District Attorney Jason Sanders sent a draft
resolution, ordinance, and letter to the Rock County Board of Supervisors, asking them
to create a Crime Prevention Funding Board. This idea will next be considered at a
meeting of the Public Safety and Justice committee on April 8. A copy of the letter is
below:

Dear Supervisors,

There are two ways to prevent crime: (1) invest in law enforcement and (2) invest in the
community. | am asking our County Board to authorize a fund that does both. That fund will not
burden our taxpayers, because the money comes from a $20 fee on people convicted of crimes.

At the next meeting of the Public Safety & Justice Committee, | will ask to advance a resolution
that would create the Rock County Crime Prevention Funding Board (CPFB). A CPFB is
authorized by Wis. Stat. § 59.54(28), and cost taxpayers $0.

The members of a CPFB are set by state statute. They are:

e The presiding Judge of the Circuit Court, or his/her designee

e The District Attorney, or his or her designee

e The Sheriff, or his or her designee

e The County Administrator, or his or her designee

¢ The chief elected official of the largest municipality, by population, or his or her designee

e Aperson chosen by a majority vote by the Sheriff and all of the chiefs of police departments
within the county
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¢ Aperson chosen by the county's public defender's office

CPFBs exist in multiple Wisconsin counties, including Brown, Chippewa, Dodge, lowa, and
Oconto counties. The members of the CPFB meet a few times each year and approve grant
requests for programs that prevent crime. While some of these grants go to the places you would
immediately expect — law enforcement agencies, CrimeStoppers organizations, etc. — other
grants have been extended to programs that care for children, prevent homelessness, or provide
positive places for teenagers to be.

Since the passing of this law in 2015, Wisconsin counties can implement a $20.00 court cost on
criminal convictions to create and fund a CPFB. This court cost — which is waivable, if the judge
believes a particular defendant can’t or shouldn’t have to pay it — would likely generate $15,000
to $25,000 for our community each year.

So far, | have been speaking to you objectively — providing “just the facts.” But speaking
personally, | cannot express the degree to which | believe we need to spend more energy thinking
this way. Yes, less crime means stronger communities. And also, stronger communities mean less
crime.

We all know that police officers having a deeper connection with members of their community is
a good thing. We all know that tips warning people that so-and-so brought a weapon to school is
a good thing. And we all know that programs that give young children quality care and teenagers
someplace positive to be after school are good things. The problem isn’t our knowing it; the
problem is remembering it — and prioritizing these good things in hard times.

| am not so naive as to believe that this fund fixes the world, but | believe it is a great place to
start. Let's spend a decade giving grants to law enforcement to organize youth basketball
tournaments. Let’'s spend a decade of community programs expanding positive programming to
our young people. And let’s fund it through the funds of those who broke the law, as opposed to
only funding programs through those who pay their taxes.

And then, in a decade, let’s see if we haven't built a slightly better Rock County, with fewer victims
of crime. | am confident that we will.

| urge you to strongly consider this resolution, and ask that you feel invited to ask any questions
you may have about it.

Sincerely,

Jason D. Sanders
Rock County District Attorney

(end)



