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Communicable Disease Quarterly Report

Rock County Public Health's (RCPH) communicable disease quarterly report provides a brief overview of
our county's communicable disease trends.

As a local public health department, we're responsible for investigating reportable conditions to determine
the source of a person's exposure and identify others they may have exposed. We also provide
education on disease prevention, assure disease transmission is limited, and help answer any questions
a person may have.
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Please note: These data are subject to change as open investigations of probable and suspect cases
may confirm or reject the status of a case.

Disease Spotlight: Pertussis

Pertussis cases have been on the rise in 2024, with Wisconsin currently having more than 10x higher
cases than in 2023. Through Q3, Rock County saw 31 cases of pertussis, with 28 taking place in Q3
alone. This is in comparison to just two Rock County pertussis cases in all of 2023. Based on trends
seen in our neighboring counties and states, we expect to see continued case activity. Pertussis
activity peaks cyclically every three to five years. Locally, the last two years of highest case activity
were in 2016 (24 confirmed cases) and 2019 (seven confirmed cases). Outside of those two peak
years, we have had an average of three to four confirmed cases of pertussis per year from 2015-2023.

From 2015-2023, most cases occurred in those aged 11 to 17, but all cases that were hospitalized
with confirmed pertussis were two and younger. A quarter of those diagnosed with pertussis had six
doses of a pertussis-containing vaccine prior to their diagnosis. Up to 36% of local pertussis cases
were not vaccinated. While 95% of those with pertussis indicated cough as a symptom, only 29%
indicated having the characteristic “whoop”.

How to help prevent the spread of pertussis locally:
« Verify all patients’ immunization history, looking for opportunities to catch up or stay up to date on
Tdap.
« Report cases immediately to RCPH by phone upon clinician suspicion of pertussis.
« Prepare to support administration of prophylaxis to eligible close contacts of pertussis cases.

Hot Topics

While we monitor local disease activity, we are also keeping an eye on other infectious disease news,
including outbreaks of Oropouche virus disease in South America and the Caribbean, the ongoing
H5N1 (Avian Influenza) situation, and a Minnesota measles outbreak.

We are also paying attention to the presence of ciprofloxacin-resistant meningococcal disease in
Wisconsin. Of the six cases of meningococcal disease reported in Wisconsin in 2024, two have been
resistant to ciprofloxacin. No cases of meningococcal disease have been reported in Rock County in
2024.

New Info - Heads Up!

On September 1, changes in how some multidrug-resistant organisms (MDROSs) are reported in the
Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System (WEDSS) went live to align with national case
definitions. All carbapenemase-producing organisms (CPO), including carbapenemase-resistant
Enterobacteriaceae (CRE), are now reported under the CPO classification.

Looking to Next Quarter

We expect to see an increase in respiratory iliness in Q4 (October-December). In the coming months,
we'll be watching for surges in respiratory illness and staying up to date on current local, state, and
national communicable disease trends. Along with an increase in respiratory virus activity, it is important
to watch for increases in multi-system inflammatory syndrome (MIS) and acute flaccid myelitis (AEM).
Although rare, people are at higher risk of these two serious conditions in the coming months due to their
association with respiratory virus infection.

Spread the Word!

We would greatly appreciate you forwarding this bulletin to other Rock County healthcare providers so
they may also subscribe to our Healthcare Provider Updates topic for pertinent communicable disease
information and health alerts. We thank you for your help in keeping Rock County safe from
communicable diseases!

Questions or feedback? We would love to hear from you! Send us a message on our website.

GET CONNECTED!
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