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Sheriff Fell is pleased to announce that the 18th Annual Rock County Sheriff’s Office Awards 
Ceremony will be held on Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 6:00 p.m., at the Dr. Daniel Hale Williams 
Resource Center in the Beckman Mill Room, located at 1717 Center Avenue, Janesville, WI 
53546. This event is open to the public. All are welcome to attend. 
 
This ceremony recognizes Sheriff’s Office staff and a citizen for outstanding public safety 
achievements in the past year. Below are details on the 2024 Awards. 
 
Deputy of the Year: Deputy Zachary Anacker 
 
Zachary Anacker started at the Rock County Sheriff’s Office on 
November 23, 2015, as a Deputy Sheriff. He previously served as 
a Police Officer for the City of Milton Police Department and the 
City of Evansville Police Department. He completed a 520-hour 
Law Enforcement Academy at Blackhawk Technical College on 
November 18, 2011. He worked in the Patrol Bureau and the 
Special Investigations Unit before receiving his current assignment 
in the Bureau of Identification as an Evidence Custodian in April 
2023. In this capacity, he conducts crime scene investigations for 
complicated, large, or otherwise unusual incidents. He acts as a 
trained Evidence Technician locating, documenting, collecting, 
processing, and preserving evidence. Deputy Anacker serves on 
the Crash Reconstruction Team and the Peer Support Team and 
mentors the Police Cadets. He became certified as a General Law 
Enforcement Instructor through the Wisconsin Law Enforcement 
Standards Board in 2024 and obtained part-time employment as a 
Law Enforcement Academy Instructor at Blackhawk Technical College. Deputy Anacker resides 
in Janesville with his family. He graduated from George S. Parker High School and earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from the University of Central Florida in Orlando, FL. 
 
Deputy Anacker’s supervisor nominated him for consistently exhibiting dedication to the agency 
and community. His supervisor described him as a well-rounded deputy with numerous areas of 
expertise. While working in the Patrol Bureau, Deputy Anacker received a Lifesaving Award for 
reviving a subject ejected from a traffic crash with chest compressions in 2018 and a Unit Citation 
for taking a proactive approach towards fraud prevention in 2021. He earned a Commendation 
from Representative Bryan Steil in 2022 for his participation in a roundtable discussion on the 
dangers of Fentanyl. He received a second Unit Citation in 2023 for the effectiveness of the 
Special Investigations Unit. Deputy Anacker instructs In-Service Training as requested, including 
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drug interdiction, investigative techniques, and evidence practices. Deputy Anacker participated 
in crime scene investigation, evidence collection, and evidentiary follow-through efforts for several 
major incidents in the recent past. Deputy Anacker assumed a lead role in several aspects of the 
Bureau of Identification’s preparations for migrating evidence and property, storage, organization, 
equipment, and operations to the new Law Enforcement Services building. Deputy Anacker 
conducted case research to properly dispose of approximately 4,000 evidence and property items 
from 2023 until June 2024. Ultimately, approximately 10,000 pieces of evidence and property 
were successfully moved to the new building. Deputy Anacker led efforts with the Evidence 
Ambassador Committee to redo the Evidence Submission Handbook for Patrol Bureau personnel. 
In 2024, Deputy Anacker provided two school presentations, hosted a Drug Take Back event, and 
assisted with the donation of unclaimed abandoned bicycles to those in need. His supervisor 
praised his commitment in responding to incidents and picking up shifts outside of his regular 
work hours. Deputy Anacker regularly goes above-and-beyond the normal call-of-duty making 
personal sacrifices and continued contributions to the agency and community. 
 
Correctional Officer of the Year: Correctional Officer Lingao Khang 
 

Lingao Khang began employment at the Rock County Sheriff's 
Office on May 31, 2022, as a Correctional Officer. He completed a 
200-hour Jail Academy at Blackhawk Technical College on March 
3, 2023. Correctional Officer Khang currently works 2nd Shift in the 
Jail Operations Bureau. He graduated from Lincoln High School in 
Wisconsin Rapids and earned a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice 
from Lakeland University in Sheboygan, WI. 
 
Correctional Officer Khang’s supervisor nominated him for his 
exceptional performance. He is the senior Correctional Officer on 
his color day and is highly regarded by his peers and supervisors. 
Correctional Officer Khang serves as a Booking Officer, a position 
typically reserved for the most reliable and knowledgeable staff. 
Correctional Officer Khang became a Jail Training Officer (JTO) in 
November 2023 and has trained countless new hires. He has an 
outstanding attendance record and can be regularly counted on to 

work overtime to cover manpower shortages. Correctional Officer Khang continues to expand his 
skills by learning new tasks, such as the finer points of maintaining and updating jail inmate files. 
Correctional Officer Khang thwarted a food smuggling operation amongst inmate kitchen workers 
in August 2024. He also participated in numerous shakedowns within the jail and recovered 
contraband. Correctional Officer Khang possesses exceptional communication skills and uses 
them to deescalate tense situations without the use of force. He is an asset, not only to 2nd Shift 
Jail, but the entire agency. 
 
Support Staff Person of the Year: Administrative Professional II Amber Salazar 
 
Amber Salazar started at the Rock County Sheriff’s Office on January 30, 2021, as an 
Administrative Assistant in the Jail Operations Bureau. She accepted a lateral transfer to the Court 
Services / Civil Process Bureau on November 1, 2021. Her position was reclassified to 
Administrative Professional II in 2023. In her current role, she coordinates court appearances, writ 
pickups, writ returns, competency placements and statuses, revocation orders, and transporting 
inmates to prison. She routinely communicates with judges, the District Attorney’s Office, and 
other counties. Her supervisor stated that her greatest strength is her willingness to jump in and 
help as needed whether that’s a quick phone call to clarify a situation or a longer-term issue that 
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requires significant commitment. Salazar resides in Janesville with 
her family. She graduated from Beloit Memorial High School and 
obtained an Associate Degree in Criminal Justice Studies from 
Blackhawk Technical College. She previously worked at the Rock 
County 911 Communications Center as a Telecommunicator. 
 
Salazar’s supervisor nominated her for her absorption of additional 
responsibilities in 2024. This included arranging transport for 
juveniles to facilities across the state as the Youth Services Center 
started to house juveniles out-of-county. Salazar also assumed 
responsibility for receiving, entering, and distributing subpoenas as 
part of realigning duties within the Court Services Bureau. Further, 
Salazar conducted hundreds of background checks on construction 
workers assigned to the building project at the Sheriff’s Office. 
Throughout, Salazar maintained her normal workload. Salazar is 
regularly relied on by her coworkers to answer questions. She 
possesses a positive attitude and is dependable. Salazar has attended the National Association 
of Extradition Officials Conference and is one of the agency’s extradition experts. 
 
Retired Sheriffs Leadership Award: Sergeant Allen Peters 
 

Allen Peters started at the Rock County Sheriff’s Office on 
November 15, 2021, as a Deputy Sheriff. He received a promotion 
to Sergeant on January 4, 2023. He currently supervises 2nd Shift 
Patrol – Blue Days. He leads the Hostage Negotiations Team as 
the Team Commander. He also serves on the Honor Guard. He 
is a certified Handgun & Rifle Instructor and a GLOCK Armorer. 
He coordinates the law enforcement presence at the Rock County 
4-H Fair. He volunteers for Cops & Bobbers and Gutter Busters 
youth events. He resides in Brodhead with his family. He 
graduated from Brodhead High School and earned a Bachelor of 
Arts in History from the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee. He 
completed a 160-hour Jail Academy in 2013 and a 520-hour Law 
Enforcement Academy in 2015. He previously worked for the 
Green County Sheriff’s Office and the Albany Police Department. 
 
Sergeant Peters received nominations from both his direct 

supervisor and 2nd Shift Patrol Deputies. These nominations addressed his outstanding 
leadership and commitment. His supervisor exulted his performance as Incident Command during 
several high-priority calls and commended his ability to remain calm and make informed 
decisions. His staff stated that he exemplifies the highest standards of integrity, service, and 
dedication to his deputies and the community. They emphasized that he brings out the best in 
those he works with. His staff cited the extraordinary leadership that he displayed while 
coordinating emergency response efforts for the four tornadoes that struck Rock County in 2024. 
They also praised his command presence during multiple high-risk incidents and his intentional 
follow-up with those involved. They reported that he consistently provides support to his deputies 
and shows concern for their wellness. One nominator stated that Sergeant Peters handles calls 
during busy shifts to provide timely response to community members. His deputies highlighted 
his ability to connect with people, to listen, and to deescalate dangerous situations. Nominators 
repeatedly mentioned that Sergeant Peters genuinely cares and leads by example. One 
submission stated, “What sets Sgt. Peters apart isn’t just his skill, his experience, or even his 
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leadership – it’s his heart. He shows up for people, whether they’re his fellow officers, the 
community, or complete strangers in need.” His supervisor concluded his nomination by 
reiterating that Sergeant Peters cares for his staff and supports them in setting and achieving their 
goals. 
 
Lifesaving Award: Deputy Matthew McCormack and Deputy Samantha Valencia 
 
On January 17, 2025, at approximately 5:33 p.m., Deputy Matthew McCormack and his Police 
Training Officer, Deputy Samantha Valencia, responded to a rural residence in the Town of Spring 
Valley for an elderly female having a heart attack. Upon arrival, they found the female subject was 
unresponsive and not breathing. Deputy McCormack immediately started performing chest 
compressions while Deputy Valencia applied the AED to the subject. The AED shocked the 
subject. Deputy McCormack and Deputy Valencia alternated providing chest compressions. The 
AED shocked the subject a second time. Deputy McCormack and Deputy Valencia continued 
chest compressions. They worked together providing lifesaving measures to the subject for nearly 
8 minutes prior to other first responders arriving. Orfordville Fire and Janesville Fire ultimately 
took over lifesaving measures and transported the subject to the hospital for further treatment. 
The swift actions of Deputy McCormack and Deputy Valencia led to the woman’s survival. 
 
Unit Citation: 2nd Shift Patrol: Deputy Kaitlyn Barrett, Deputy Jacob Diaz, Deputy Kristina Feirn, 
Deputy Joshua Fell, Deputy Matthew Gawlik, Deputy Jeffery Knudson, Deputy Kyle Kunkel, 
Deputy Joshua Peterson, Deputy Jesus Salazar, Deputy Logan Shelby, Deputy Thomas Tobias, 
Deputy Samantha Valencia, and Deputy Cole Walsh 
 
The 2nd Shift Patrol Deputies repeatedly displayed courage, dedication, professionalism, and 
teamwork throughout 2024 while responding to several high-risk, low-frequency calls for service. 
 
Within Rock County, they responded to four separate tornado incidents on February 8, May 26, 
June 22, and July 15. They worked in hazardous conditions for long hours to render assistance 
to community members. In March, 2nd Shift Patrol Deputies responded to an address on Miles 
Road for a missing child. They identified and detained a person of interest as the call transitioned 
to a homicide investigation. Their teamwork and thoroughness led to the successful arrest of the 
suspect. In June, 2nd Shift Patrol Deputies responded to a report of an armed subject pointing a 
rifle at victims at a trailer park. Deputies demonstrated command presence and teamwork in 
controlling the uncooperative crowd and identifying and taking a suspect into custody. This call 
developed into activating the SWAT Team and obtaining a search warrant for the residence. In 
September, 2nd Shift Patrol Deputies responded to a strong-armed carjacking where the driver 
was forcibly pulled from the vehicle. Deputies located the stolen vehicle traveling towards Beloit, 
and the vehicle fled. During the ensuing pursuit, a deputy utilized the Pursuit Intervention 
Technique to safely end the pursuit and take the suspect into custody. The swift and coordinated 
actions of deputies ensured the victim was safe, the stolen vehicle was successfully recovered, 
and the suspect was arrested.  
 
The 2nd Shift Patrol Deputies also assisted surrounding law enforcement agencies with multiple 
high-risk incidents, to include Dane County Sheriff’s Office with apprehension of two armed 
homicide suspects who shot at law enforcement, City of Janesville Police Department with an 
officer involved shooting, City of Beloit Police Department with an officer involved shooting, City 
of Milton Police Department with a shots fired call in an apartment complex that led to a SWAT 
Team callout, City of Milton Police Department with a non-fatal shooting investigation, and City of 
Beloit Police Department with a homicide investigation. In each incident, 2nd Shift Patrol Deputies 
exhibited professionalism and teamwork embodying the agency’s tradition of service. 
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Sheriff’s Award: Captain Mark Thompson 
 
In 2024, Captain Mark Thompson leveraged technology in the Support Services Bureau to 
improve efficiency and increase capabilities in three areas. First, he oversaw the implementation 
of NextRequest Public Records Software. NextRequest allows the agency to receive and fulfill 
open records requests electronically. Second, he arranged for the transition to Pace Scheduler, 
which consolidated scheduling for all Sheriff’s Office staff into one online platform as opposed to 
bureau and shift-specific paper calendars, saving hundreds of hours a year in scheduling tasks. 
Third, he orchestrated the adaptation of FASTER Fleet Management Software. The program 
tracks the agency’s vehicles and capital equipment streamlining routine maintenance and 
reducing repair costs. This award recognizes Captain Thompson’s innovation in implementing 
these technological advances to the Support Services Bureau. 
 
Citizen Award: Jaime Quevedo-Flores 
 
On April 28, 2024, deputies responded to a disturbance at Toxic Bar in the Town of Rock. The 
investigation revealed that a male subject was causing issues at the bar. The subject was upset 
that the owner of the bar and a security guard would not allow him to sell cocaine there. Security 
Guard Jaime Quevedo-Flores escorted the subject out of the bar. The subject then proceeded to 
his vehicle where he retrieved a loaded pistol and concealed it on his person. The subject returned 
to the front door of the bar and attempted to go back inside. Quevedo-Flores stopped the subject 
who insisted on returning to his friend inside. A second security guard went to retrieve the friend. 
Quevedo-Flores turned to check on the second security guard and heard what he believed to be 
a pistol slide being racked. Quevedo-Flores quickly turned back and observed the subject holding 
a firearm in his hand. Quevedo-Flores believed the subject would use the firearm and immediately 
tackled the subject to the ground and wrestled the gun away from him. Quevedo-Flores, with the 
assistance of the other security guard, was able to place the subject in handcuffs before deputies 
arrived. The subject was arrested and convicted for his actions in this incident. The firearm used 
in this incident was connected to a shooting case in the City of Janesville and an attempted 
homicide case in the Town of Beloit. Quevedo-Flores’s heroic actions prevented a potentially 
deadly shooting from occurring. 
 
Commendations: 
 
Deputy Kristina Feirn, Deputy Joshua Fell, Deputy Matthew Gawlik, Deputy Kyle Kunkel, Deputy 
Tyler Quade, Deputy Samantha Valencia, and Deputy Cole Walsh 
 
On April 10, 2024, the Dane County Sheriff's Office requested assistance with a rapidly evolving, 
dangerous situation. They were actively pursuing a vehicle on the interstate towards Rock County. 
Both occupants of the vehicle were discharging firearms at pursuing officers. The vehicle exited 
the interstate and fled into a rural area outside of Stoughton. The suspects, who were later 
determined to be associated with a homicide in Iowa, abandoned their vehicle and fled on foot 
into a wooded area. One of the suspects forced their way into an occupied residence and opened 
fire on the residents, who were successfully evacuated. This suspect remained barricaded inside 
the residence, while the other suspect continued to elude law enforcement on foot in the woods. 
 
Deputies Samantha Valencia, Cole Walsh, Matthew Gawlik, Joshua Fell, Kristina Feirn, Kyle 
Kunkel, and Tyler Quade all responded. These deputies displayed the utmost courage and 
dedication under extremely dangerous circumstances. They operated selflessly attempting to 
locate and contain two armed and dangerous suspects in an unfamiliar location. These deputies 
did not hesitate to take on needed tasks, including gathering information from witnesses, traffic 
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control, perimeter security on the wooded area, and containing the barricaded subject at the 
residence. Law enforcement from Dane County and Rock County worked together seamlessly to 
resolve this situation with no further danger to the public. These deputies demonstrated extreme 
commitment to protect and serve. 
 
Sergeant Shena Kohler and Administrative Professional III Sarah Anderson 
 
In 2024, the Sheriff’s Office Records Bureau implemented NextRequest Public Records Software 
to streamline the dissemination of open records requests. Sergeant Shena Kohler and 
Administrative Professional III Sarah Anderson spearheaded the implementation. They dedicated 
countless hours to learning the new software, building the database, and creating procedures for 
its use. NextRequest is now utilized daily for records requests from professional partners, media, 
and the public. Since the implementation of NextRequest in April 2024, the agency has completed 
several thousand requests with an average closure within five business days. The implementation 
of NextRequest reduced costs for requestors and the agency by providing an avenue to send 
electronic versions of files instead of traditional paper copies. The increased efficiency of 
NextRequest also allowed for the reallocation of an employee to another area in the agency. 
Sergeant Kohler and Administrative Professional III Anderson demonstrated tremendous 
dedication to their work in their implementation of NextRequest in an effective and timely manner. 
 
Deputy Cole Walsh 
 
On October 12, 2024, at approximately 5:32 p.m., Deputy Cole Walsh responded to a Town of 
Turtle address for a report of a vehicle that crashed into a residence. The residence was occupied 
at the time of the incident; miraculously, the occupant was not injured. As the first on scene, 
Deputy Walsh encountered a dangerous and hectic situation. Deputy Walsh observed that the 
vehicle had fully entered the residence and caused significant damage. Multiple witnesses 
advised that the vehicle was on fire inside the residence. Deputy Walsh located the driver of the 
vehicle who was not seriously injured. He subsequently saw visible flames near the vehicle’s 
engine. Deputy Walsh utilized the fire extinguisher from his squad, as well as two additional fire 
extinguishers from other responding law enforcement officers, to extinguish the fire. Deputy Walsh 
also ensured the evacuation of the residence to minimize the risk of injuries to those present. 
Deputy Walsh stabilized and commanded a chaotic scene. His quick response and actions 
prevented the residence from becoming fully engulfed and burning down. The investigation 
revealed that the vehicle was traveling at high speeds and lost control on a curve and resulted in 
arresting the driver for Operating While Intoxicated and other charges. 
 
Deputy Anthony Barr, Deputy Jacob Diaz, Deputy Austin Dietzel, Deputy Joshua Fell, Deputy 
Matthew Gawlik, Deputy Benjamin Jacobs, Deputy Jeffery Knudson, Deputy Andrew Maloney, 
Deputy Logan Shelby, Deputy Thomas Tobias, Deputy Samantha Valencia, Deputy Cole Walsh, 
Detective Luke DuCharme, and Sergeant Christopher Lochner 
 
On June 22, 2024, at approximately 7:42 p.m., an EF2 tornado touched down in the Town of Rock 
and traveled northeast towards the City of Janesville. The tornado was on the ground for 
approximately 11 minutes with a maximum wind speed of 115 miles per hour. The tornado’s path 
was 6.21 miles long with a maximum width of 700 yards. The tornado caused significant damage, 
including downed trees, downed power lines, and structural damage to both homes and 
businesses. The tornado left many roads impassable. The storm produced a large amount of rain 
that flooded several roadways. Miraculously, there were no injuries from the tornado. On duty 2nd 
Shift Patrol Deputies, as well as other on duty and off duty personnel, responded to both assist at 
the damage area and maintain patrol functions for the entirety of Rock County. Those working 
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the tornado scene performed the following tasks: manning traffic control posts on closed 
roadways, removing debris from roadways, checking on downed power lines, staffing an 
emergency shelter location, and conducting door-to-door residence checks to ensure the safety 
of all residents in the path of the tornado. Those assisting with patrol functions remained extremely 
busy responding to numerous calls for service not related to the tornado. These personnel played 
a crucial and significant role in providing law enforcement services to Rock County during a 
significant weather-related emergency. 
 
The Rock County Sheriff’s Office congratulates these award recipients for their exceptional 
contributions to public safety! 
 
CURTIS N. FELL 
SHERIFF 
 
By: Nicole Barrington 


