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RE: Jury finds man Guilty of Repeatedly Sexually Assaulting his own Daughter

Janesville, WI —This week, after a multiple-day trial, a Rock County jury found Cody
Dayne Markham, age 27, guilty of Incest and of Repeatedly Sexually Assaulting his
elementary-school aged daughter. Assistant District Attorney Margaret Ginocchio closed
the trial with a stirring rebuttal, telling the jury that throughout the week, the evidence had
proved that Markham repeatedly raped his daughter.

On June 8, 2024, the eight-year-old girl, identified as “M” in this press release, disclosed
that her biological father, Cody Markham, had sexually assaulted her at his home in Beloit.
“‘M” gave the Beloit Police Department horrifying details of her father's sexual assault,
and this week, she had to testify to the jury about those same details. In argument,
Ginocchio applauded “M” for her bravery, saying that the case was about “a brave little
girl who told her mom, and then you [the jury], about the most horrifying things, done to
her by her own father.”

The jury heard three days of evidence and argument, and then deliberated for a little more
than an hour before returning verdicts of guilty. The case was tried by Assistant District
Attorneys Ginocchio and Alex Goulart, joined for the whole trial by Dylann Rauch, Child
Maltreatment Officer for the Beloit Police Department.

“No child should ever have to endure what this brave little girl went through,” ADA
Ginocchio said, “and this case serves as a painful reminder of the harm that can happen
behind closed doors — but also of the strength that can emerge in the face of such
darkness. Our community is a safer place now that this predator has been held
accountable for his heinous actions.”

Ginocchio added that she was “grateful for the hard work done by the Beloit Police
Department and proud of the overwhelming empathy shown by the entire Victim Witness
team. | want to thank the jury for their careful attention and for helping deliver justice.
Most of all, | want to thank ‘M’ — it is her courage, strength, and resilience that made this
outcome possible.”
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“Prosecutors worry about trying cases like these,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders,
“because you do not want to re-victimize a child by making them testify about the worst
thing that ever happened to them. But sometimes, a pedophile refuses to accept
responsibility until a jury makes them, and when that happens, you just have to do your
best and pray the jury does the right thing.”

“'m proud of Maggie Ginocchio and Alex Goulart, and they should be proud of
themselves,” Sanders added, “but everyone agrees we should be proudest of ‘M.’ | think
Officer Rauch and our entire Victim-Witness office was there rooting for her while she
courageously testified. Our job is to try to bring justice, and Ginocchio and Goulart did
that, but in a very real way, ‘M’ brought about justice for herself.”

Now that he has been convicted of Repeated Sexual Assault of a Child and Incest,
Markham faces up to 72.5 years in the prison system, with a mandatory minimum
confinement period of at least 25 years. He will remain in the Rock County Jail until he is
sentenced by Judge Jeffrey Kuglitsch at a hearing to be held on July 18 of this year.
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