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RE: Cody Markham Sentenced to 40 years in Prison for Sexually Assaulting 
Daughter 
 
Janesville, WI – In April 2025, a jury found Cody Dayne Markham guilty of Incest and 
Repeatedly Sexually Assaulting his elementary-school aged daughter.  Assistant District 
Attorneys Margaret Ginocchio and Alex Goulart presented multiple days of evidence that 
Markham, age 27, had repeatedly raped his daughter.  The jury took roughly one hour to 
conclude that Markham was guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. 
  
“What he did to his own daughter shocks the conscience,” argued Ginocchio at today’s 
sentencing hearing, before highlighting some of the horrifying details Markham’s daughter 
testified to during the trial.  Ginocchio highlighted the bravery of “M,” the victim who 
testified about egregious violations to a courtroom full of strange adults.  “Compare her 
bravery with the cowardice of the defendant,” Ginocchio told Judge Jeffrey Kuglitsch, 
“who shows no remorse, no concern for his daughter.  He blames her.  He has twisted 
this so that he’s the victim.  That is outrageous.” 
 
Ginocchio argued that Markham should be sentenced to the legal maximum - 72.5 years 
in the prison system, with the first 47.5 years locked inside a Wisconsin State Prison.  
Ginocchio highlighted that Markham blamed his daughter and her mother in a 
presentence investigation written by the Wisconsin Department of Corrections – which 
notably recommended that Markham only be sentenced to the mandatory minimum 
sentence of 25 years initial incarceration.   
 
“Why does he fail,” Ginocchio continued, “to take even an ounce of accountability for what 
he did?”  Ginocchio argued that if he’s calculating and lying, he’s dangerous.  Or, if he is 
instead a sexual predator who is also in delusional denial, he might be even more 
dangerous.  “It doesn’t matter which is true, because both are dangerous, both are 
callous, and both deserve to be held accountable for what he did.”  Ginocchio reiterated 
that these horrifying crimes, Markham’s lack of character, and his risk to the public call 
for the maximum sentence.   
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Markham’s attorney argued that he should spend the minimum 25 years in prison, with 
more time on extended supervision.  He conceded that Ginocchio’s argument was 
“eloquent and passionate,” but asked Judge Kuglitsch to look at the facts 
“dispassionately.”  Markham’s attorney repeatedly urged the court to “agree with the 
Department of Corrections” that this was a mandatory minimum sentence case.   
 
“I agree with the State that it was a brave little girl who sat here in this trial,”  said Judge 
Jeffrey Kuglitsch before passing sentence. “The jury found you guilty on both counts, sir.  
The jury heard the evidence, and they got it right.”  Judge Kuglitsch noted that Markham 
“continued to victimize his daughter by his denials.” 
 
Judge Kuglitsch sentenced Markham to the maximum term on each count, but concurrent 
with one another.  “Both crimes were from the same incidents, so the sentences can run 
together.  But this calls for the maximum penalty, Mr. Markham.  You are a sexual 
predator who victimized your own daughter.  You were her dad.  You were supposed to 
protect her.  But instead you violated her in the worst way possible.”  
 
Markham will serve 40 years in prison custody, followed by another 20 years of extended 
supervision.  Markham will not be eligible for any sort of early release.  Upon release to 
extended supervision in four decades, Markham will register as a sex offender for the rest 
of his life. 
  
“From the moment she spoke out at the YWCA Care House, this brave little girl was her 
own hero,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders, “but she also had champions fighting for 
her in the Beloit Police Department, the Victim Witness Office, and especially Maggie 
Ginocchio and Alex Goulart in the courtroom.”  Ginocchio and Goulart especially thanked 
the staff in the Victim Witness office, the YWCA Care House, and Beloit Police 
Department Child Maltreatment Officer Dylann Rauch for their excellent work helping the 
victim find justice. 
 
(end) 


