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Communicable Disease Quarterly Report

Rock County Public Health's (RCPH) communicable disease quarterly report provides a brief overview of
our county's communicable disease trends.

As a local public health department, we're responsible for investigating reportable conditions to determine
the source of a person's exposure and identify others they may have exposed. We also provide
education on disease prevention, assure disease transmission is limited, and help answer any questions
a person may have.
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Disease Spotlight: Measles

On March 7, 2025, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued a Health Alert Network
(HAN) Health Advisory to notify clinicians, public health officials, and potential travelers about a measles
outbreak in Texas and New Mexico and offer guidance for prevention and monitoring. As of April 10th,
712 confirmed measles cases were reported in 25 states. No cases have been reported in Wisconsin.

Guidance for Healthcare Providers

The Wisconsin DHS provides information for healthcare providers through their measles webpage, and
the Bureau of Communicable Diseases released a bulletin with information about measles reporting and
infection prevention recommendations.

While it is encouraged to read through these recommendations in full, we want to emphasize a few key
points to prevent the spread of measles in our communities.

« Vaccinate: Ensure your patients are up-to-date on their MMR vaccines. See the printout Should | get
a Measles Booster.

« Travel with Caution: Limit travel to areas with measles outbreaks.

« Isolate suspected measles cases; Notify RCPH immediately by phone and through WEDSS;
Test suspected cases using confirmatory labs.

Resources for the Public

You may consider displaying these graphics at your clinics, which provide information on measles that is
appropriate for the public: Put Measles on the Spot, Measles Can Very Easily Spread from Person to
Person (Community), Measles - General Information.

Hot Topics

While we monitor local disease activity, we also watch other infectious disease news, including
Wisconsin's first imported case of Oropouche virus, an Ebola outbreak in Uganda, and the ongoing risk
of dengue virus infections in certain areas of the United States.

We are also closely monitoring the highly pathogenic avian influenza situation. Rock County has had no
animal or human cases since 2022, when an infected poultry was detected.

New Info - Heads Up!

RCPH has launched a For Healthcare Partners webpage! This page hosts information on disease
reporting, our Infection Prevention Consortium, and our previous Quarterly Reports and Local Health
Alerts.

Also included in the webpage is a new Disease Reporting_Form, which allows healthcare providers, long-
term care facilities, schools, and childcare facilities to directly report state-reportable diseases and
conditions to RCPH.

We will soon be launching our Public Health Policy Engagement webpage too! This will contain
information on our expedited partner therapy (EPT)_position statement and other policy-related public
health topics.

Looking to Next Quarter

As warm weather approaches, we all enjoy being more active under the sun - but so do foodborne
illnesses! Foodborne illnesses are expected to increase in the coming months as we spend prolonged time
outdoors with food. Our environmental health and communicable disease teams will be paying close
attention to any potential outbreaks to keep our community safe!

Spread the Word!

We would greatly appreciate you forwarding this bulletin to other Rock County healthcare providers so they
may also subscribe to our Healthcare Provider Updates topic for pertinent communicable disease
information and health alerts. We thank you for your help in keeping Rock County safe from communicable
diseases!

Questions or feedback? We would love to hear
from you! Send us a message on our website.
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