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Farm Freezer Requirements 

Freezers: 

✓ Located in a clean and lockable area. 

✓ Interior is clean with no excessive frost buildup. 

✓ Thermometer is present in each one. 

Meat: 

✓ Processed at a licensed WI or USDA facility. 

✓ Labeled properly: 

o Name of the product 

o List of ingredients if more than one ingredient, such as sausage 

o Name and address of the packer, distributor, or processor 

o Inspection legend (USDA or WI symbol) 

o Net weight of product 

o Perishable products must have a safe handling label including instructions for how to 

safely store, prepare, and handle products  

✓ Sold by the cut or box- if sold by the pound a certified scale must be present 

✓ Frozen solid 

Transporting 

✓ Provide proper equipment such as clean coolers and clean enclosed vehicles. 

✓ Maintain proper temperature 

Other requirements 

✓ Obtain a farm freezer permit (Application) 

✓ No hazardous materials or liquids stored above or near the freezers 

✓ EPA certified cleaner present for proper cleanup of spills such as Lysol. 

✓ Annual water test for bacteria and nitrates. 

✓ No processing, cooking, cooling, or hot holding. 

Selling at Farmer’s Markets 

✓ Must have a farmer’s market permit as well. (Temporary Application) 

✓ Equipment to store the product at the market 

Selling to restaurants or retails 

✓ Obtain a meat broker/distributors permit through WI DATCP: 

https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Licenses_Permits/FoodLicenses.aspx  
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