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RE: Felon sentenced to 15 years for Beloit Fatal Shooting

Janesville, WI — In August, 39-year-old Kevin Payne of Beloit, was found guilty of 2"
Degree Reckless Homicide for a fatal shooting in May of 2024. Today, he was sentenced
to 25 years in the Wisconsin Prison System —fifteen years in prison, followed by ten years
of extended supervision — which is the legal maximum for 2" Degree Reckless Homicide.

After midnight on May 11, 2024, a group of people went to a home to continue drinking
after being at the bar. An argument broke out, and escalated to a fatal gunshot. Payne,
who fired the single shot, fled to Indiana with co-defendant Terey Vance, who was later
sentenced to four years in prison for aiding Payne’s flight from Wisconsin.

The Beloit Police Department investigated the shooting, tracking down witnesses and
photographs of the suspects, identifying Payne as the shooter. Assistant District Attorney
Jerry Urbik charged Payne with homicide by warrant. Payne was arrested in Indiana and
brought back to Wisconsin. He eventually admitted to the shooting, indicating that the
post-drinking argument was escalating to a physical confrontation and he panicked and
fired a shot.

Today’s courtroom was full of the victim’s friends and family. Both the victim’s brother
and wife gave impact statements to the court. While the victim’s brother stated that he
would forgive Payne if he just told the truth about what happened, the victim’s wife stated
that she hoped that Payne would die a slow and painful death. Prosecutor Jerry Urbik
called the killing “senseless and unnecessary,” and noted that Payne had over 20 prior
convictions, including armed robbery and carjacking. Urbik did however give Payne credit
for “manning up” and taking responsibility by pleading guilty. Payne gave a short
statement apologizing for his actions.

Judge Karl Hanson sentenced Payne to fifteen years of initial incarceration, with no
opportunity to get out early with earned release. Payne will be in his mid-50s when he is
released onto ten years of extended supervision.
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Urbik noted that Payne had recently been released from prison on supervision on a
conviction for felon in possession of a firearm. “This verbal dispute might otherwise have
ended in a fist fight,” said Urbik, “but instead ended in the victim’'s death due to Payne’s
actions, when he never should have had a firearm in the first place.”

District Attorney Jason Sanders appreciated Judge Hanson’s sentence, and went on to
thank the Beloit Police Department for its work on this case. “Finding witnesses and
evidence at an after-bar shooting is no easy task. Without the quick and thorough
investigation of the Beloit Police Department, I'm not sure our office could have been able
to charge Payne quickly enough to get him captured while he was still in Indiana. The
whole department should feel satisfied with a job well done.”

Sanders took aim at felon-in-possession cases in general. “This is why our office argues
for prison on virtually all felon-in-possession cases,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders.
“This case is what happens when you don’t take those cases seriously. It is what police
officers have been telling us for years. Fistfights become murders.”

“So we argue for prison when felons possess firearms,” Sanders continued,” and the
defense attorneys roll their eyes. Sometimes the judges do not agree with us and put
people on probation. But we argue for it anyway, because someone has to. ”

“If one good thing can come from this senseless death, let it be that our whole county can
begin to take gun violence by convicted felons seriously,” said Sanders. “The District
Attorney’s office and law enforcement officers already take it seriously. Hard time for gun
crime. Maybe we can prevent a few more senseless deaths.”

(end)



