
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
ROCK COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

Jason Sanders Rock County Courthouse 
District Attorney 51 S. Main Street, Floor 4R 

Janesville, WI 53545 
PHONE: 608-757-5615 Anne Nack

Deputy District Attorney FAX: 608-757-5725 

NEWS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release – Wednesday, October 22, 2025 

Contact: Jason Sanders, Rock County District Attorney 
RockDA_Admin@da.wi.gov 

RE: Child Molester Sentenced to Prison until 100 for Assaulting Four-Year-Old 

Janesville, WI – In August, Michael V. Brenton, age 71 of Beloit, pleaded guilty in Rock 
County Circuit Court to First Degree Child Sexual Assault.  Today, he was sentenced to 
29 years in prison.  If he is released on extended supervision, he will be 100 years old. 

In March of 2025, a four-year-old girl told her parents that Brenton had touched her 
inappropriately.  Brenton was an extended family member, who sometimes took care of 
the four-year-old.  The Beloit Police Department’s Special Victims Team began 
investigating Brenton.   

Child Maltreatment Officer Dylann Rauch led the investigation.  He collaborated with the 
YWCA Care House to offer a safe forensic interview for the young victim, who reiterated 
what happened to her, and provided additional details.  Beloit Police arrested Brenton, 
and the Rock County District Attorney’s Office charged him with First Degree Sexual 
Assault of a Child.  Brenton agreed to plead guilty to the offense as charged, and was 
sentenced today. 

The victim’s mother addressed the court, telling Judge Karl Hanson “I can’t measure my 
daughter’s innocence.”  Assistant District Attorney Alex Goulart argued that what Brenton 
had done was “egregious” and that the public in general, and the victim in particular, 
deserved to be protected from him. “The victim’s innocence was taken by the defendant 
when he sexually assaulted the four-year-old victim,” Goulart stated.  Goulart argued that 
Brenton should be in prison for likely the rest of his natural life. 

Brenton’s defense attorney argued for a sentence of only seven years initial incarceration, 
because Brenton was 71 years old and had no prior record, and was considered a “low 
risk to reoffend.”  The defense attorney characterized the State’s sentencing argument as 
“a life sentence.”  Brenton also addressed the court, saying that he “did something really 
stupid,” ultimately blaming the child’s family for trusting him. 

Judge Karl Hanson agreed that the prosecution asked for a life sentence, and agreed that 
it was justice.  Hanson was incredulous that Brenton blamed anyone but himself.  He 
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challenged Brenton’s “complete lack of accountability,” and calling Brenton’s victim-
blaming statement as “the most hollow allocution I have ever heard in this courtroom.”  
Hanson noted that some good people had written letters in support of Brenton, and the 
good deeds he had done over his life.  But he told Brenton, “you were a pedophile, a 
rapist, and a sex offender.  No lifetime of good deeds can overcome that.” 
 
Hanson culminated the sentencing hearing by telling Brenton, “you came here today 
asking for mercy and forgiveness.  But you are here to receive justice.  Justice, for you, 
means you will die alone in prison.”  Hanson then sentenced to Brenton to 29 years initial 
incarceration, locking him in prison until he is 100 years old.  If he is alive in 29 years, he 
will have ten years of extended supervision, and be required to register as a sex offender. 
 
Veteran sex crimes prosecutor Alex Goulart commended Officer Rauch of the Beloit 
Police Department, “for fully investigating this case and for making sure the victim had a 
safe space in the YWCA Care House to tell us what happened to her.”  But Goulart’s main 
focus was elsewhere, adding, “More importantly, I commend the victim for showing more 
bravery than a four year old should have to display in coming forward and protecting not 
only herself, but any future victims.” 
 
“First of all, it is absolutely disgusting that this pedophile had the gall to blame anyone but 
himself,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders.  “I truly appreciate Judge Hanson for 
speaking directly to the victim’s family and echoing that the only person to blame was the 
child molester.”  Sanders also thanked Victim advocate Tammy Stuckey for working 
diligently with the family.  “It took a village to get justice here, and it will take a village to 
help everyone heal.  I’m grateful for Tammy, and for Judge Hanson being part of that 
village.”  
 
“This is how it is supposed to work,” Sanders elaborated.  “The Beloit Police Department 
does a great job fully investigating a heinous crime.  The young victim gets to be 
interviewed in a safe, welcoming setting at the YWCA Care House.  The prosecutors get 
convictions.  The judge passes a fine sentence.  This is a great example of good people 
doing hard work to hold a child molester accountable, and to get justice for a little girl.” 
 
(end) 


