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RE: Repeat Drunk Driver Gets Prison Sentence After Being Found Guilty at Trial 
 
Janesville, WI –  Ronald L. Williamson, age 45, was sentenced to four years in prison and 
four years of extended supervision on a charge of OWI 7th offense, with three years of 
consecutive probation on three counts of felony bail jumping.  Williamson was convicted 
after a jury trial on August 18, 2025. 
 
On July 4, 2024, Janesville Police Officer Michael Kettle saw Williamson stopped at a 
stoplight in downtown Janesville with his vehicle in the wrong lane of traffic.  A blood test 
later revealed that Williamson’s alcohol level was .103, over five times his legal limit of 
.02.  At the trial, Officer Kettle testified that he saw Williamson switch places with his 
girlfriend, Lavern Brown, after being pulled over.  Although both Williamson and Brown 
testified at trial that she was the actual driver, Assistant District Attorney Gerald Urbik 
highlighted the fact that at the time of the incident, Brown had admitted to Officer Kettle 
and another officer that Williamson had been driving the vehicle prior to the traffic stop.  
The jury convicted on all counts.  Williamson’s girlfriend has since been charged with 
false swearing and obstructing an officer. 
 
At the time of the incident in Janesville, Williamson was on extended supervision for an 
OWI 5th offense conviction and had recently been released from custody on a signature 
bond for a pending Dane County OWI 6th case.  Conditions of his bond included not to 
consume alcohol, not drive, and not commit any crime. 
 
In imposing sentence on Williamson, Rock County Judge Jeffery Kuglitsch noted that 
Williamson had just been sentenced to three years in prison and three years of extended 
supervision on his OWI 6th case in Dane County. and that a longer sentence was 
appropriate.  Judge Kuglitsch also rejected Williamson’s request that his sentence be 
served concurrently.  With this consecutive sentence, Williamson will be in prison until 
2031, and on supervision until at least the year 2041. 
 
 “I wish Wisconsin took this kind of repeat drunk driving more seriously,” said District 
Attorney Jason Sanders, “but I’m grateful for prosecutors like Jerry Urbik, who do take it 
seriously, and who will put in the work to prove someone guilty when they refuse to take 
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responsibility.”  Sanders thanked Officer Kettle and the Janesville Police Department for 
preventing a tragedy.  “A guy who never should’ve been on the road in the first place was 
so messed up he stopped in the lane for oncoming traffic,” Sanders said.  “Who knows 
what would’ve happened if Officer Kettle didn’t pull him over.” 
 
(end) 


