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RE: Wrong-Way Driver Sent to Prison

Janesville, Wl — At 2:43 am on New Years Day of 2025, Andrew Brieske was fleeing from
Jefferson County Deputies when he drove into Rock County at 100 mph, going the wrong
way on Highway 26. Yesterday, Judge Karl Hanson sentenced him to ten years in the
prison system, with seven years of initial prison, followed by an additional three years of
extended supervision.

On January 1, 2025, at about 2:30 am, Brieske fled from deputies in his truck in Jefferson
County and was pursued into Rock County. In Rock County, Brieske crested a hill on
Highway 26 and headed south in a northbound lane, nearly striking Deputy Bown of the
Rock County Sheriff's Office, who turned around to pursue Brieske. Bown was joined by
Deputy Davis chasing Brieske, who then continued driving away through a cornfield. The
Deputies succeeded in a precision immobilization technique (PIT maneuver), expertly
boxing Brieske’s vehicle in. Brieske tried to ram his vehicle through Deputy Davis’ squad
car, but the deputies were eventually able to take him into custody.

Brieske pleaded guilty to Fleeing an Officer Causing Damage to Property and 2" Degree
Recklessly Endangering Safety in Rock County and Fleeing and OWI 5" in Jefferson
County. A pre-sentence report from the Department of Corrections suggested that
Brieske be sentenced to three years prison and three years extended supervision on the
Rock County charges, but the prosecutors assigned to the case — ADAs Carli McNeill and
Jerry Urbik — thought the recommendation was too light, and argued for a harsher
sentence. Judge Karl Hanson agreed and sentenced Brieske to 7 years in prison, with 3
years extended supervision.

At the sentencing hearing, ADA Urbik pointed out that Brieske had a lengthy criminal
record, was on extended supervision, and driving while heavily intoxicated during the
pursuit. Urbik also pointed out that Brieske almost caused a head-on collision which
could have killed both Deputy Bown and himself. ADA Urbik praised deputies who risked
their lives on New Year's Day to protect the public.
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Deputy District Attorney Anne Nack would like to thank the law enforcement officers
involved for their swift response and coordinated efforts in apprehending the offender.
Their actions, including the successful use of a PIT maneuver, brought the pursuit to a
safe conclusion. We appreciate the officers’ actions and their continued commitment to
public safety.
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