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Use data-
driven

approaches

Shift
mindsets and

practice

Engage
with

families

to increase the number of children
living safely with their families

Did you know: Each year, 37.4% of all children will be investigated by Child Protective Services by their
eighteenth birthday, resulting in hundreds of thousands of children being separated from their families - yet
there is no evidence that they are safer in foster care. Along with the life long predictive intergenerational

harm, it also leads to higher costs for the community and nation as a whole for years to come.

 
These significant harmful impacts, and the 2018 federally legislated Family First Prevention and Services Act

(FFPSA), led to the creation of the Rock Families First Movement and it’s three primary goals:

Rock Families First

In partnership with Rock County Human Services, parents in the Rock County community are 
co-designing a new way forward. Through several integrated efforts and the collaboration of parents and

Rock County staff, an “IdeaBook” was created in 2022. The IdeaBook is being used to implement a new
approach to CPS interventions to engage with parents and strengthen families. We are working together to

uncover the natural supports within the Rock County community in an effort to reduce the government’s over-
involvement with families. We are educating mandated reporters to know how they can support first, and we

are building increased partnerships to sustain this work in the community long-term. 

Keeping families safely together

We know without a doubt from the research
that families are better together! 

By sharing power in a system that has
historically impacted generations of families,

Rock Families First will work to accomplish
this new way by empowering the Rock

County community network. Together, we are
shifting the way we think about the

importance of family connection and
belonging. 
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