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RE: Jury Convicts Beloit Man for 2025 Shooting Homicide After Weeklong Trial

Janesville, WI — In 2025, Dennis Banks (age 32, of Beloit) went on a “rampage,” pistol-
whipping one friend, pointing the gun at another, before murdering a third friend by shooting
him in the face. Today, after a week of trial, a Rock County jury convicted Banks of first-
degree intentional homicide, possession of a
firearm by a felon, recklessly endangering
safety, and battery.

THE MURDER AND INVESTIGATION

On Monday, February 3 of 2025, Dennis
Banks shot his friend “A.T.J.” in the face.
Banks was living in a crowded home with his
mom and sister, as well as two friends and
their significant others. Banks came home and
went on what one witness described as “a one-
man stampede,” before pistol whipping his
friend. When others protested, Banks pointed
the gun at afemale. A.T.J., who was in a long- :
term relationship with that female, spoke up and protested. Banks then shot A.T.J. in the
face.

Shortly thereafter, a witness called 911 to report that someone had been shot. Banks was
heard on that 911 call, screaming that “a grey SUV” of “Mexicans” had “shot his brother.”
Officers of the Town of Beloit Police Department, the City of Beloit Police Department, and
the Rock County Sheriff's Office all responded to the scene. Life-saving measures were
attempted, but A.T.J. was pronounced deceased.

Law enforcement spent the whole week fully investigating. Officers of the Town of Beloit and
the City of Beloit took crucial witness statements, and the Detectives of the Rock County
Sheriff's Office took over the prolonged, complex investigation. Many witnesses at first
followed Banks’s lie about “a grey SUV full of Mexicans,” but later felt that they needed to tell
the truth. One witness told Rock County Sheriff's Detectives that they were “not a snitch,”
but that “their brother needed justice, so he could rest in peace.”
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For the rest of that week, Rock County Sheriff's Detectives worked collaboratively with
prosecutors from the District Attorney’s Office to ensure a solid, prosecutable case. By that
Friday, February 7, Banks was in court, facing the most serious charge in Wisconsin law.

THE TRIAL

On Monday morning, February 23, 2026, 100 citizens of Rock County were summoned to the
Rock County Courthouse for jury selection. Assistant District Attorney Carli McNeill told the
jury in opening argument about all the witnesses they would hear from, and how Dennis
Banks murdered A.T.J. a year ago in the Town of Beloit. Banks'’s attorney, Kevin Smith, told
the jury that the evidence would show that Dennis Banks was being framed, and accusing
the man Banks pistol-whipped of being the real murderer.

Thus began a long week, with the prosecution team — Assistant District Attorneys Carli
McNeill and David Zarwell, and Rock County Sheriff's Detective Dwayne Shaw — calling
almost two dozen witnesses to testify as to the death of A.T.J. and the crimes of Dennis
Banks. On Monday, officers of the Town of Beloit Police Department showed video of the
scene as they found it, and played video of Dennis Banks’s conduct, running around shirtless
and telling witnesses to tell police “about the SUV.” On Tuesday, the jury heard from officers
of the City of Beloit and deputies of the Rock County Sheriff's Office, and a medical examiner.

On Wednesday, the pistol-whipped man Banks was accusing of being the real murderer
testified. He calmly explained to the jury what happened, and why he initially followed Banks’s
tale about the “grey SUV.” Banks’s attorney questioned the man for a long time, including a
somewhat heated exchange about what the witness said on a recorded interview with law
enforcement. Banks'’s attorney played the video for the jury, confirming that the witness was
telling the truth.

On Thursday, the jury heard testimony from analysts of the Wisconsin State Crime Lab, about
firearms evidence and DNA evidence, as well as from three more detectives from the Rock
County Sheriff’s Office. Also on Thursday, Rock County District Attorney’s Office Investigator
Joe Cassioppi noticed that Banks had called his mother on a recorded jail line the night
before. Banks discussed the trial, and his defense, and a number of things that Judge John
Wood had ordered no one to discuss with witnesses before they testified. Judge Wood
reprimanded Banks, and ordered that the jury be allowed to hear that call before Banks’s
mom testified.

On Friday, Banks’s attorneys called Banks’s mom and sister. Banks’s mom testified that he
had nothing to do with it, and that she knew he was being framed but had failed to mention
that to any law enforcement agency for the last year. ADA Carli McNeill cross-examined the
Defendant’s mother masterfully, noting all of the medical issues with memory, asking when
she got her “recovered, convenient memories” that Dennis was innocent, before finally getting
her to testify that “she would put her son above God.”

The last witness, Banks’s sister, testified that every other witness was wrong — that she was
in the room, that she saw the other man shoot A.T.J., and that she had never told her mom
or her brother that he wasn’t actually the man who murdered his friend. “So you’re saying
that today, right now, in court, is the first time your brother is hearing that he didn’t shoot
anyone?” asked ADA Carli McNeill. The sister answered yes. “Wow,” McNeill deadpanned,
“‘what a relief.”



Closing arguments didn’t start until after 5:30pm on Friday night, but the courtroom remained
packed, with more than two dozen observers listening to McNeill as she told the jury to judge
which witnesses were truthful, and what was “make-believe.” She argued the evidence for
an hour, methodically highlighting every fact that let the jury knew Banks was guilty. ADA
David Zarwell gave rebuttal argument, highlighting how Banks’s sister’s testimony couldn’t
possibly be true, based on the trajectory of the bullet that killed A.T.J.

The jury was out for less than two hours before alerting Judge Wood that they had arrived at
their verdicts. Banks was found guilty on all counts.

Banks will be sentenced by the Hon. John M. Wood in the Rock County Courthouse on June
10, 2026. Banks will be sentenced to life in prison, and the only argument available will be
the decision whether he is ever eligible for parole consideration.

“The first and most important thing that must be said,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders,
“is that this was about the tragic death of A.T.J., who was murdered trying to protect the
woman he loved. |think we can feel some heroism in that. His family came here every single
day to watch him get the best justice available. | hope this jury saying ‘guilty’ and Banks’s
sentencing brings them closure, and like his friend told police, | hope it helps him rest in
peace.”

“But secondly, | cannot say enough fantastic things about the collaborations to bring about
that justice,” Sanders continued. “Three law enforcement agencies worked with each other,
and then they worked collaboratively with our office every step of the way. The entire
Detective Bureau of the Rock County Sheriff’'s Office took time to sit down and meet with me,
and with our prosecutors, multiple times during the investigation phase, before we even
charged Banks with murder. It made the investigation better. It made the trial go smoothly.
It made justice happen, and brought victims the most peace you can get in a situation like
this.”

Sanders also sang the praises of the prosecution team, and Assistant District Attorneys Carli
McNeill and David Zarwell. “Those two ate, slept, and breathed this case for a full month. It
is not possible for me to reduce to words how their talents and dedication made this incredibly
successful prosecution. I'm grateful for them. | suspect A.T.J.’s family is also grateful for
them. And if you live in Rock County, you should be, too.”

For his part, ADA Zarwell applauded Joe Cassioppi, “whose quick mind noticed the witness
tampering,” and the Victim-Witness Office, most especially Jessica Baker and Andrea Ehret.
“Jess and Andrea not only sat with A.T.J.’s family in support and empathy, but they moved
heaven and earth to help get witnesses here in time for trial. They got them set up in hotel
rooms. They picked them up from the bus station at 2am. They had a lot to do with getting
the guilty verdict at this trial.”

“This kind of collaboration on serious crimes is our new normal,” said District Attorney
Sanders. “The only folks unhappy with the teamwork of Rock County justice are the
criminals.”

(end)





