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RE: Jury Convicts Beloit Child Molester of Abusing Three Children

Janesville, Wl — In May of 2025, a teenage girl told her friend about abuse in her home. Her
friend encouraged her to speak with law enforcement, and the teenage survivor told Deputy
Cody St. Michael of the Rock County Sheriff's Office. This sparked a wider investigation,
involving the Detective Bureau of the Rock County Sheriff's Office, especially Detectives
Beau Douglas and Ross Wenger, and Sergeant Charlie
Cowan.

This investigation resulted in three different child victims
telling very similar stories: that Cason Lee, age 46 of Beloit,
had sexually assaulted them as minor children. The Rock
County District Attorney’s Office charged Lee with seven
different child sex crimes among the three victims.

The Assistant District Attorneys who tried the case were
Alex Goulart and Verity Altenberger, who spent a full week
presenting the case to a jury. In her excellent closing
argument, Altenberger highlighted for the jury all the
consistencies of all three of Lee’s victims, and all the
reasons to have no reasonable doubts. It took the jury only
a few hours to unanimously agree — finding Lee guilty on all
counts.

ADAs Verity Altenberger and Alex Goulart commend the victims for their bravery in facing
their abuser. It was the strength of these three victims who, in a room full of strangers, testified
to their most traumatic experiences and showed the jury who the Defendant really is — a
predator.

Lee will be sentenced in front of Judge Derrick Grubb on May 8, 2026. He faces up to 165
years in prison, plus an additional 100 years of extended supervision.

“This case starts with a teenager telling a friend,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders, “and
then telling Deputy St. Michael, who immediately called the Rock County Sheriff's detectives
and our office. For an entire week of trial, three victims had a huge support system of friends
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and family attending court together, and with the constant support of Andrea Ehret and Rosa
Polo Vallejo from our Victim Witness Office. All to convince twelve random strangers who
heard their stories that they were telling the truth.”

“I think there’s a beauty in that,” Sanders continued. “The solution to a bad guy isolating and
abusing young girls is the coming together of community — big and small — to see the bad guy
get justice.”

Sanders also praised the prosecution team for all the hard work to effectuate justice. “Alex
Goulart and Verity Altenberger spent an entire month of their lives putting together a case
that a jury found so clear and convincing,” said Sanders. “I’'m grateful to them, and frankly |
think they deserve the gratitude of the entire community.”

(end)



