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MEDIA RELEASE  

 
 
For Immediate Release Contact Person 
Date: 01/31/2026                                                                                      Captain Mark Thompson  
Case: SO2605740                                                                                                     608-757-7944  
 
 
On January 30, 2026, at approximately 11:49 pm, a Deputy from the Rock County 
Sheriff’s Office conducted a traffic stop near the intersection of S USH 51 and E Baldwin 
Woods Rd, in the Town of Beloit. The driver was identified as Leo Dowthard III (58, from 
Janesville, WI). Leo displayed signs of impairment, and the subsequent investigation 
resulted in his arrest for Operating While Intoxicated 4th and multiple narcotic offenses.  
 
Leo has three prior convictions for Operating While Intoxicated, making the arrest a 
felony. Leo was transported to the Rock County Jail and will be scheduled for Jail Court 
on Monday, February 2, 2026th at 3:00 PM.   
 
"Pursuant to the directive of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, as found in Supreme Court 
Rule 20:3.6, Trial Publicity, you are advised that a charge is merely an accusation and 
that a defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty." 
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By: Sgt. Daniel Merrick     


