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Health Officer Announces Departure

Janesville, WI — Katrina Harwood, Health Officer for Rock County, has announced her departure
from the County, effective March 20, 2026. Harwood, who notified the County of her departure
on February 17, has served in the role since March 2021 and will be leaving to join Coconino
County, Arizona, as a Deputy Director for Health & Human Services.

“I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to serve Rock County residents, alongside such a
highly skilled and dedicated public health workforce,” Harwood said. “I appreciate the
engagement of partners across the community to address emergent and long-standing public
health challenges, and | am thankful for the Board of Health’s support throughout my tenure.”

During her time as Health Officer, Harwood led Rock County Public Health through the second
year of the COVID-19 pandemic, realigned the department’s structure to strengthen delivery of
foundational public health services, and established internal systems and tools to enhance

strategic planning, communication, and evaluation of public health initiatives. Under her
leadership, the department achieved recertification as a Level lll health department in 2025 —
the highest designation for public health departments in Wisconsin.

“The Rock County Board of Health extends its sincere appreciation to Health Officer Katrina
Harwood for her dedicated service to our community over the past five years,” said Lou Peer,
Board of Health Chair. “During her tenure, she demonstrated exceptional leadership,
professionalism, and a strong commitment to protecting and improving the health of our
residents. Her work strengthened our public health programs and helped guide the county
through a number of important initiatives and challenges, including the unprecedented
demands placed on public health in recent years. The Board of Health is grateful for the positive
and lasting contributions she has made to our county and its residents. While we are saddened
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to see her leave, we wish her and her family all the best as she relocates to Arizona and begins
this new chapter. Her leadership and dedication will be remembered and appreciated for years
to come.”

Rock County is in the process of naming an Interim Health Officer, who will assume leadership of
the department following Harwood'’s departure.

HiH
Rock County Public Health serves Rock County residents by improving population health
outcomes and removing barriers through community partnerships to provide everyone the

opportunity to reach their full health potential.

Visit the Rock County Public Health website and follow them on Facebook and Instagram.

Please send all media inquiries to:
Rock County Public Health

(608) 757-5440
media.publichealth@co.rock.wi.us
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