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Disease Spotlight: Measles

Please note: These data are
subject to change as open
investigations of probable and
suspect cases may confirm or
reject the status of a case.

Rock County Public Health's (RCPH) communicable disease quarterly report provides a brief overview of our county's
communicable disease trends.

As a local public health department, we're responsible for investigating reportable conditions to determine the source
of a person's exposure and identify others they may have exposed. We also provide education on disease prevention,
assure disease transmission is limited, and help answer any questions a person may have.

To view case counts of
all reportable diseases
and conditions, see our
supplemental tables.

Data Summary

Increase

No major
changes

in respiratory disease
from Q4 2025 to

Q1 2026.

in other disease
categories from

Q4 2025 to Q1 2026.

Decrease

in gastrointestinal
disease and STIs from
Q4 2025 to Q1 2026.

Measles cases continue to rise across the United States. In 2026 so far, there are
already at least 1671 confirmed measles cases, compared to 2286 confirmed measles
cases in all of 2025.

Hot Topics

New Info - Heads Up!

Looking to Next Quarter

Spread the Word!
We would greatly appreciate you forwarding this bulletin to other Rock County healthcare providers so they may also
subscribe to our Healthcare Provider Updates topic for pertinent communicable disease information and health alerts.
We thank you for your help in keeping Rock County safe from communicable diseases!

As warm weather approaches, we all enjoy being more active under the sun - but so do foodborne illnesses!
Foodborne illnesses are expected to increase in the coming months as we spend prolonged time outdoors with food.
Our environmental health and communicable disease teams will be paying close attention to any potential outbreaks
to keep our community safe!

Available Resources for Healthcare Partners

Remember to visit our For Healthcare Partners webpage for information on disease reporting, the Infection Prevention
Consortium, and previous Quarterly Reports and Local Health Alerts.

Support Early Identification: Refer to "Birth to 3"

While we monitor local disease activity, we also watch other infectious disease news, including measles cases in
Waukesha and Dane counties, a cluster of Trichophyton mentagrophytes genotype VII (TMVII) cases in Minnesota,
and recent New World screwworm animal cases in northern Mexico.

We also provide up-to-date respiratory virus data trends through the communicable disease dashboard on our Healthy
Rock website! Visitors can also view data on childhood vaccinations, flu vaccinations rates, and sexually transmitted
infections within the page. Use the Find Data page to view more data dashboards.

Infection Prevention Consortium - April Meeting

Join us for our next IP Consortium meeting on April 28! These quarterly meetings provide a collaborative forum to
engage with and discuss evidence-based practices, address shared challenges, and strengthen collective approaches
to preventing infections and protecting public health.

Our healthcare partners play a crucial role in helping Rock County children reach their full health potential! If you have
concerns about a child’s development (e.g., communication, motor skills, social-emotional growth, cognitive skills, or
adaptive/self-help skills), refer them to the Rock County "Birth to 3" program as soon as possible. Referrals can be
made by calling 608-898-4400 or faxing 833-922-1070. For more information, visit the Wisconsin Birth to 3 Program
website.

This quarter's meeting will focus on the environmental services toolkit recently released by the Healthcare Acquired
Infection team at DHS. Register to join!

For further information, please contact Jennifer Weadge at jennifer.weadge@co.rock.wi.us.

As healthcare partners, it's important to remind your patients that the best protection
against measles is the MMR vaccine. Two doses of the vaccine are about 97%
effective at preventing measles. The vaccine provides long-lasting protection against
all strains of measles.

If individuals are unsure whether they need a measles booster, see this graphic from
the Wisconsin DHS.

Testing suspected measles cases promptly and immediately contacting Rock
County Public Health about any suspected cases are also essential steps to
stay one step ahead of a disease that spreads so quickly and to protect our
residents!

For more information about measles prevention, testing, and Wisconsin cases,
visit the DHS website.

No-Cost STI Testing at Rock County Public Health

RCPH now offers no-cost STI and HIV testing. Testing is available both in-clinic and via at-home kits for chlamydia,
gonorrhea, trichomoniasis, and HIV. We encourage providers to refer patients who may benefit from this service.
Appointments and kits can be requested through forms on our website.
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