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RE: Janesville Man Gets Maximum Sentence for OWI 12th

Janesville, Wl — In September 2025, Bradley Skelly — age 60, of Janesville —was arrested
for his 12t offense OWI after fleeing from Janesville Police Department (JPD) officers.
Today, he was sentenced to ten years initial imprisonment, which is the maximum initial
prison time for OWI 10" and above under Wisconsin
law. Between this sentence and the revocation of his
extended supervision, Skelly should be in prison until
he is 75 years old.

On September 2, 2026, JPD Officer Jason Bier pulled
Skelly over at 11:40pm. Skelly, who was driving
without a license or insurance, waited until Officer Bier
was walking up to his pickup truck before driving away,
turning off all his lights as he fled from police. Skelly
drove through construction zones — and at one point
drove on the sidewalk — until officers utilized “stop
sticks” to deflate his tires. Undaunted, Skelly continued
driving on his flat tires until JPD officer Michael Kettle
initiated a PIT (Precision Immobilization Technique)
maneuver to stop Skelly’s car. Skelly then ran from
JPD on foot before being caught and taken into
custody.

Rock County District Attorney Jason Sanders charged Skelly with multiple felonies,
including the OWI “10t" and above” and Fleeing that Skelly pleaded guilty to earlier this
year. Skelly also had his supervision revoked and was returned to prison for five years.
Today, Skelly was sentenced for his 2025 offense by of the Honorable Barbara McCrory.

DA Sanders argued for the maximum ten year imprisonment, consecutive to Skelly’s
revocation time. Sanders highlighted Skelly’s series of terrible choices, and that Skelly
had been sent to prison five times already, before asking Judge McCrory to sentence
Skelly to ten years in prison with another four years extended supervision upon his
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release. Skelly’s attorney argued for a five-year prison term, one year more than the
mandatory minimum four years.

Judge McCrory told Skelly that she could understand his functional alcoholism. She
highlighted some of the good things Skelly did and the people who cared about him before
talking to him about the danger he posted to the community. “You have had at least six
opportunities at treatment,” she told him. “You understand what you have to do. The
problem is that you can’t internalize it.” Judge McCrory told Skelly he “could probably
lead” substance abuse programming, but he could not live it.

"Unfortunately,” she concluded, “the only time you have not posed a risk to our community
is when you have been incarcerated." With Skelly's "pattern," Judge McCrory said she
"just can't see another way" to sentence Skelly besides the ten-year imprisonment,
consecutive to his revoked extended supervision from his last offense. After today’s
sentencing, Skelly’s current prison term extends to 2041, when he will be 75-years-old.

“First and foremost,” District Attorney Sanders said after the sentencing, “we should be
thankful for the Janesville Police Department. If Officer Bier isn’'t out there paying
attention, maybe Skelly gets away with this. And if Officer Kettle doesn’t perform such an
excellent PIT maneuver, who knows how this chase ends, or whether anyone gets hurt.”

‘I have heard from many members of the public that they think these OWI sentences for
10t offense and above should be higher than a maximum of ten years imprisonment,”
Sanders continued. “l encourage those folks to talk to their state legislators about that,
because | agree with them. But Madison controls that. Here in Rock County, we only
control our own courts. | am grateful that Judge McCrory took this seriously, and agreed
with the State about the maximum prison sentence. She did a really good job of talking
to Mr. Skelly on a human level, while still providing the maximum safety she could provide
to the public.”

(end)



