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Sheriff Fell is pleased to announce that the 19" Annual Rock County Sheriff's Office Awards
Ceremony will be held on Thursday, April 16, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., at the Dr. Daniel Hale Williams
Resource Center in the Beckman Mill Room, located at 1717 Center Avenue, Janesville, WI
53546. This event is open to the public. All are welcome to attend.

This ceremony recognizes Sheriff's Office staff and citizens for outstanding public safety
achievements in the past year. Below are details on the 2025 Awards.

Deputy of the Year: Detective Luke DuCharme

Luke DuCharme started at the Rock County Sheriff's Office on
December 31, 2005, as a Correctional Officer. He completed a
160-hour Jail Academy at Blackhawk Technical College on
January 9, 2006. He became a Deputy Sheriff on January 5,
2007. He completed a 520-hour Law Enforcement Academy at
Blackhawk Technical College on May 18, 2007. He worked in the |
Patrol Bureau and served as a Police Training Officer (PTO)
before receiving a promotion to Detective on September 3, 2019.
Detective DuCharme currently works dayshift in the Detective
Bureau and is a Wisconsin Internet Crimes Against Children
(ICAC) Taskforce Member. He graduated from Clinton High
School and earned a Bachelor of Arts in Applied Music from the
University of Wisconsin — Green Bay.

Detective DuCharme’s supervisors nominated him for his extraordinary efforts in 2025 in taking a
significant role in multiple complex investigations while fulfilling several special assignments. In
2025, among detectives, Detective DuCharme had the most new cases assigned, case reports
written, arrests made, exceptional clearances reached, and search warrants granted. Detective
DuCharme is an expert ICAC Investigator and an experienced Death Investigator. Search
warrants related to his ICAC investigations in 2025 resulted in several arrests, evidence seizure,
and successful prosecution including federal charges. He also investigated other sensitive crimes
with child victims and/or sexual assault and contributed to resolving atypical death investigation
cases. He is tech savvy and able to perform forensic extractions on electronic devices and
conduct undercover chat operations. Detective DuCharme prioritizes safety and shares his
knowledge with school groups and community organizations. As an Active Threat Instructor, he
teaches civilian response, provides risk assessments for places of worship, assists with site-
specific active threat planning and drills, and participates in countywide Rapid Response trainings.
Detective DuCharme is certified to instruct General Law Enforcement, EVOC, Vehicle Contacts,
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and Scenario through the Wisconsin Law Enforcement Standards Board. He instructed Pursuit
Training during Fall 2025 Sworn Staff In-Service. Detective DuCharme fosters strong
relationships with his coworkers and patrol personnel and is a valuable resource. He has been
the Rock County Deputy Sheriff's Association Union President since 2014. He joined Honor
Guard in 2008 and has been the Commander since 2012. He previously served on Mobile Field
Force and held the position of Team Leader. Detective DuCharme is passionate about mental
health and wellness. He partners with the National Alliance on Mental lliness (NAMI) to instruct
Crisis Intervention trainings statewide, acts as the agency’s liaison with NAMI Rock County,
serves as a Coordinator for the agency’s Peer Support Program, and provides wellness training
in-house. His commitment to the wellbeing of his coworkers is commendable. Detective
DuCharme seeks out specialized training and prioritizes professional growth. Detective
DuCharme resides in Clinton with his family and remains active in the Clinton community through
his involvement in his church, coaching youth sports, and volunteering with a local food pantry.
Detective DuCharme’s substantial investigative contributions in 2025 and continued dedication
and professionalism throughout his career set him apart.

Correctional Officer of the Year: Correctional Officer Cory Nelson-Mareno

Cory Nelson-Mareno started at the Rock County Sheriff’'s Office
on April 15, 2015, as a Correctional Officer. He completed a 160-
hour Jail Academy at the Dane County Sheriffs Training
Academy on January 15, 2016. He currently works 15 Shift in the
Jail Operations Bureau and is described as a model officer. He
graduated from Phillips High School in Phillips, WI, and earned a
Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from the University of
Wisconsin — Superior.

Correctional Officer Nelson-Mareno’s supervisor nominated him
for his character, work ethic, and leadership. He consistently
displays a calm demeanor with a positive attitude and outlook.
Correctional Officer Nelson-Mareno maintains excellent peer-to-
peer relationships with his coworkers. He excels in attendance
and punctuality and rarely uses sick time. He is one of the most
dependable officers on his shift, and he is always ready to work
overtime when needed. His supervisor praised his knowledge of jail operations, his effectiveness
in any assignment, and his problem-solving skills. Correctional Officer Nelson-Mareno performs
his duties to the best of his ability and submits quality work. He is a primary Booking Officer, has
been a Trustee Officer since 2017, and joined the Gang Intelligence Unit in 2024. These additional
responsibilities illustrate his dedication and leadership. He became a Jail Training Officer (JTO)
in December 2019 and has trained countless officers since. His supervisor lauded his success as
a JTO citing his communication, observation skills, and detailed documentation. Correctional
Officer Nelson-Mareno trained a new employee nearly every month of 2025 and is the go-to JTO
on his shift. He is an asset to 1%t Shift Jail and the agency as a whole. Outside of work, he enjoys
hiking in the Wisconsin State Parks with his wife, attending hockey and football games,
woodworking and refinishing old furniture, and volunteering for Habitat for Humanity. Correctional
Officer Nelson-Mareno is a role model for those seeking a career in corrections.

Support Staff Person of the Year: Administrative Professional || Michelle Steed

Michelle Steed began employment at the Rock County Sheriff's Office on March 27, 2018, as a
Public Safety Utility Clerk in the Rock County Jail. Her position was reclassified as an



Administrative Assistant on January 1, 2021, and subsequently
retitted as an Administrative Professional 1l in 2023. Steed’s
current assignment is the primary Master Control at the Rock
County Courthouse. Her workload has increased significantly
over the years. She maintains multiple logs which assist with
audits and inspections. Steed is the point person during alarms
and the first call during emergency situations. At any given
moment, Steed must be able to communicate with a courtroom,
the District Attorney’s Office, Victim Witness, the public, and other
entities. She directs responding units using cameras and radio
communication. Her supervisor noted that she takes great pride
in her work and that her availability to cover her workstation is
second to none. Steed is flexible and stays late when needed to
cover jury trials or other late court hearings. Coworkers and
supervisors rely on Steed’s knowledge and experience. Steed
has considerable contacts at the Courthouse and can handle any
issues or questions that arise. She graduated from Joseph A. Craig High School in Janesville,
where she still resides, and earned a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from the University of Wisconsin
— Stevens Point. Steed’s efforts and work ethic make a difference in the Court Services Bureau.

Retired Sheriffs Leadership Award: Captain Matthew Jacobson

Matthew Jacobson started at the Rock County Sheriff's Office on
June 29, 2001, as a Correctional Officer. He became a Deputy
Sheriff on March 8, 2004. He received a promotion to Sergeant
on December 23, 2010, and supervised in the Jail, on Patrol, in
the Bureau of Identification, and in the Special Investigations Unit.
He received a promotion to Captain on January 3, 2023, and
supervised the Patrol Bureau before assuming his current
assignment leading the Detective Bureau. He graduated from
Beloit Memorial High School and earned a Bachelor of Science
in Sociology — Criminal Justice from the University of Wisconsin
— Whitewater. He completed a 160-hour Jail Academy in 2001,
| and a 468-hour Law Enforcement Academy in 2003. He attended
the Federal Bureau of Investigation — Law Enforcement Executive
Development Association’s 3-week Leadership Trilogy including
the Supervisor, Command, and Executive Leadership Institutes.

Captain Jacobson’s nomination addressed his nearly 25-year career and consistent professional
development and emphasized his service in several specialized roles and leadership positions.
He served as a Jail Training Officer (JTO) and a Police Training Officer (PTO). He joined the
Special Weapons And Tactics (SWAT) Team on August 9, 2006, as an Operator and has
progressed through the team’s leadership from Assistant Team Leader to Team Leader to
Assistant Commander to his present role as Commander effective May 2025. He is certified to
instruct General Law Enforcement and Handgun & Rifle through the Wisconsin Law Enforcement
Standards Board. As a Firearms Instructor, he taught numerous ranges over the years. He also
instructed Hunter Safety. As a Sergeant, he was active in the Peer Support Program and the Rock
County Deputy Sheriff's Supervisors Association. Areas under his command have seen
improvements in day-to-day operations, updated procedures, and equipment and technology
upgrades. His investigative skills, tactical expertise, and leadership experience place him at the
center of a lot of the agency’s most complex calls, cases, and situations. He frequently consults



on operational decisions. His direct supervisor cited his over 15 years of supervision within the
agency where he has taught and motivated hundreds of employees. Captain Jacobson resides in
Janesville with his family and is involved in his kids’ activities, especially Janesville Youth Hockey.
Captain Jacobson’s influence is instrumental in operations throughout the agency.

Lifesaving Award: Deputy Michael Borgwardt and Deputy Terry Borgwardt

On February 15, 2025, at approximately 11:40 a.m., Deputy Michael Borgwardt and Deputy Terry
Borgwardt learned of a possible ice rescue that was unfolding on Lake Koshkonong in Jefferson
County. They were already at the Rock County Sheriff's Office preparing for snowmobile patrol.
Terry contacted the Rock County 911 Communications Center to gather more information. At
approximately 11:50 a.m., they were requested to respond with the agency’s airboat. At
approximately 12:14 p.m., they arrived at the Northshore Boat Landing in Jefferson County to
launch. This was the closest landing to where the subject went through the ice. Michael and Terry
deployed the airboat at approximately 12:20 p.m. and retrieved the victim in the airboat and
returned to shore by 12:28 p.m. The victim had been in the frigid water for over an hour by this
time and was severely hypothermic. The victim received immediate medical attention. Michael
and Terry returned to the scene and collected fire personnel. The victim made a full recovery.
Recreational Safety Bureau Sergeant Shawn Natter described this call as a “textbook water
rescue that was executed brilliantly with no loss of life or damaged equipment.” The actions of
Michael and Terry were vital to the man’s survival and illustrate the importance of specialized
rescue equipment and trained personnel.

Lifesaving Award: Deputy Anthony Barr

On May 23, 2025, at 1:33 p.m., Deputy Anthony Barr assisted City of Janesville Police Department
with an unresponsive male at the City of Janesville Landfill. Upon arrival, Deputy Barr performed
CPR and other lifesaving measures to the down subject until Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
arrived. EMS transported the subject to a local hospital. Deputy Barr’s swift actions significantly
contributed to this man’s survival. This call hit close to home as the down subject was an off-duty
City of Beloit Police Department Administrator who thankfully made a full recovery.

Lifesaving Award: Deputy Samantha Valencia and Deputy Riley Long

On August 2, 2025, at approximately 10:00 p.m., the Rock County Sheriff's Office and Lakeside
Fire-Rescue were dispatched to Lake Koshkonong for a report of an active water rescue of a male
who sustained severe injuries to both of his legs after the propeller of his boat cut his legs while
he was out in the middle of Lake Koshkonong. An uninvolved boater heard the commotion,
recognized the seriousness of the incident, boarded the victim’s boat, assessed his injuries, pulled
him to safety, and steered the boat to Royce Dallman Landing. Deputy Samantha Valencia and
Deputy Riley Long arrived on scene first. They located the injured man in a boat docked at the
boat landing. Deputy Valencia and Deputy Long boarded the boat to tend the injured man. They
observed that the subject sustained deep lacerations on both legs and was bleeding profusely.
Deputy Valencia applied a tourniquet on the subject’s left leg, and Deputy Long placed a
tourniquet on the subject’s right leg. Lakeside Fire-Rescue arrived and took over patient care. The
injured man was transported to a local hospital for further medical treatment. The quick response
and decisive actions of Deputy Valencia and Deputy Long helped save the man’s life.



Lifesaving Award: Deputy Walker Bown

On February 21, 2026, at approximately 6:59 p.m., Deputy Walker Bown was on routine patrol
near South Highway 51 and W B R Townline Road in the Town of Rock when he observed a
subject kneeling on the ground on the shoulder of South Highway 51. Deputy Bown stopped to
check the subject’s welfare. He subsequently saw the subject collapse on the ground and begin
to convulse. The subject was struggling to breathe and became unconscious. Deputy Bown
administered two doses of Narcan to the subject and placed him in the recovery position. Deputy
Bown monitored the subject and provided crucial updates to the Rock County 911
Communications Center. The subject’'s condition began to improve as he slowly regained
consciousness. The Town of Beloit Fire Department arrived on scene and took over patient care.
The subject was transported to a local hospital where his condition continued to improve. Deputy
Bown’s keen observation skills and decisive actions saved the man’s life.

Citizen Award: Eric Hughes, Brandon Hughes, Denver Hughes, and Amie Hughes

On June 19, 2025, deputies were dispatched to Lake Koshkonong in the Town of Milton for a
water rescue. Information from the Rock County 911 Communications Center indicated a boating
accident with a severely injured person with a nearly severed foot. After investigation, Rock
County Sheriff's Office personnel determined that an uninvolved boat stopped to render
assistance to those involved in the accident. The uninvolved boat was occupied by Eric Hughes,
Brandon Hughes, Denver Hughes, and Amie Hughes. They witnessed the aftermath of the crash
and immediately started to help those in distress. Eric left his boat and swam to one of the boats.
Eric helped the severely injured person into the boat and applied a makeshift tourniquet to the
person’s leg. Eric gave directions to those on board to get to shore. Brandon, Denver, and Amie
assisted with giving directions to the Royce Dallman Landing, contacted 911, and retrieved the
sinking boat involved in the accident. The damaged boat was safely removed from the lake and
brought to shore preventing any further potential accident and saving both property and evidence.
The quick actions of Eric in rescuing the injured person and applying a makeshift tourniquet saved
the person’s life. The thoughtful actions of Brandon, Denver, and Amie greatly aided first
responders and prevented further tragedy. Eric, Brandon, Denver, and Amie are commended for
their strength and teamwork.

Citizen Award: Nathan Zick

On August 2, 2025, at approximately 10:00 p.m., the Rock County Sheriff's Office, the Jefferson
County Sheriff's Office, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, and Lakeside Fire-
Rescue were dispatched to Lake Koshkonong for a report of an active water rescue of a male
who sustained severe injuries to both of his legs after the propeller of his boat cut his legs while
he was out in the middle of Lake Koshkonong. An uninvolved boater, named Nathan Zick, heard
a commotion with lots of screaming coming from the victim’s boat and recognized the seriousness
of the incident. Nathan pulled his boat over to the victim’s boat and boarded the victim’s boat.
Nathan ripped off his T-shirt and tied it around the victim’s legs along with a bungee cord to make
a tourniquet as both the victim’s legs were severely injured. Nathan realized that rescue crews
would have difficulty locating the victim’s boat in the dark. Once Nathan got the victim back into
the boat, Nathan took control of the victim’s boat and headed to Royce Dallman Landing. Nathan
said he knew getting the victim to the landing would increase the man’s chances of survival and
allow first responders to render aid quicker. At the landing, Nathan waved down bystanders for
assistance. Deputy Samantha Valencia and Deputy Riley Long arrived and applied tourniquets to
the injured man’s legs. Lakeside-Fire Rescue arrived and took over patient care including
transport. The man survived. The decisive actions of Nathan undoubtedly saved the man’s life.



Sheriff’s Award: Captain Nicholas Brown, Captain Christopher Krahn, and Administrative
Professional Il Chris Johnson

The renovation of the Rock County Jail during the Rock County Sheriff's Office’s recent building
project included numerous critical improvements within the correctional facility. Each required
extensive planning, coordination, and execution. Captain Nicholas Brown, Captain Christopher
Krahn, and Administrative Professional Il Chris Johnson demonstrated superior problem-solving
skills, leadership, and dedication throughout the successful implementation of multiple initiatives.
These improvements included the addition of new housing units, direct supervision units, a special
needs unit, expanded recreation areas, a modern kitchen, a more robust medical unit, in-house
laundry capabilities, an upgraded key security system, and advanced body scanning technology.
Captain Brown, Captain Krahn, and Johnson worked seamlessly on these initiatives exhibiting
strategic oversight, collaboration, and unwavering resolve. Their efforts strengthened overall
facility operations, enhanced safety and security measures, and improved conditions for both staff
and the inmate population. The effective implementation of these complex improvements stands
as a testament to their professionalism, innovation, and unwavering commitment to excellence.

Sheriff’s Award: Deputy Cody St. Michael

In 2025, Deputy Cody St. Michael volunteered to take on the K9 Team’s efforts to educate other
law enforcement personnel on K9 capabilities. The K9 Team Supervisor, Sergeant Erik Albeck,
wanted K9 handlers to give informational briefings on the abilities and uses of the agency’s dual
purpose K9s. Deputy St. Michael offered to complete this project. He created a PowerPoint
presentation on Dual Purpose K9s. Topics included narcotics detection, apprehensions, tracking,
area searches, building searches, article searches, K9 trauma, and handler protection. Deputy
St. Michael developed talking points for each topic with emphasis on what a patrol deputy can
expect from a K9 handler and K9. Deputy St. Michael presented this material during patrol
briefings. In April 2025, Deputy St. Michael gave his presentation at the Wisconsin Law
Enforcement Training Officers’ Association 2025 Conference. The agency subsequently received
positive feedback regarding Deputy St. Michael’s presentation. This award recognizes Deputy St.
Michael's work towards sharing the K9 Team’s abilities with law enforcement personnel.

Unit Citation: Detective Bureau: Sergeant Charles Cowan, Sergeant Kevin Skatrud, Sergeant
Gregory Westness, Detective Corene Bilhorn, Detective Beau Douglas, Detective Luke
DuCharme, Detective Matthew Michalski, Detective Dwayne Shaw, Detective Ross Wenger,
Deputy Margaret Albeck, Deputy Zachary Anacker, Deputy Jacob Arneson, Deputy Ryan Bittorf,
Deputy Kyle Hathorn, Deputy Garrett Whitehead, Analyst Andy Lamendola, Evidence Records
Specialist Lindsey Bittorf, and Administrative Professional |ll Sarah Anderson

Rock County Sheriff's Office Detective Bureau personnel include six Detectives, four Deputies
and a Sergeant assigned to the Special Investigations Unit, two Deputies and a Sergeant
assigned to the Bureau of Identification, one Analyst, one Evidence Records Specialist, and one
Administrative Professional Ill. Together, this team investigates the most serious and complex
cases within Rock County. The Detective Bureau routinely handles violent felonies, financial
crimes, Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC), and drug-related offenses. These investigations
require coordinated efforts involving search warrants, interviews and interrogations, digital and
forensic analysis, surveillance operations, evidence processing, report preparation, and
courtroom testimony. Many of these cases are resource-intensive requiring sustained attention
over weeks or months.



The Detective Bureau’s strength and success come from the ability of its personnel to operate as
a single unit. In 2025, through teamwork and consistent follow-through, the Detective Bureau
collectively achieved 182 new cases worked, 1,001 case reports generated, 193 arrests, 146
search warrants drafted, 25 subpoenas drafted, 2,112 pieces of evidence accepted, 493 pieces
of evidence processed, 39 crime scenes processed, 750 DA requests processed and fulfilled, 132
cases provided analytical support, and 271 intelligence products generated. These results reflect
the Detective Bureau’s commitment to thorough investigations, offender accountability, and public
safety. Throughout 2025, Detective Bureau personnel demonstrated professionalism, sound
judgment, and a strong work ethic. Their cohesion embodies the agency’s tradition of service.

Commendation: Deputy Mathew Christidis

In 2025, Deputy Mathew Christidis opted into the Civil Process Bureau from the Patrol Bureau.
He filled a primarily 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. weekday shift with an emphasis on child support
papers. Since joining the Civil Process Bureau, Deputy Christidis has worked diligently to improve
the service of these papers and has also attempted to clear outstanding warrants associated with
child support. In addition to his primary duties, Deputy Christidis supports the Court Services
Bureau by assisting with Jail Court and taking inmates to medical appointments. Deputy Christidis
displays commitment to the agency beyond his assignment by serving on the Special Weapons
And Tactics (SWAT) Team and Mobile Field Force and by participating in community events like
the two Shop with a Cop outings with School District of Milton and School District of Janesville
students in December 2025. Deputy Christidis is commended for his dedication in 2025.

Commendation: Deputy Jeffery Knudson

Throughout 2025, Deputy Jeffery Knudson frequently exceeded expectations on 2" Shift Patrol.
His performance and productivity depicted his dedication. Deputy Knudson stays busy throughout
his shift and is known for self-initiated activity. In 2025, he led 2" Shift Patrol in Operating While
Intoxicated (OWI) arrests. He was also among the top for drug arrests and total arrests. In August
2025, Deputy Knudson received recognition for his efforts during a traffic stop turned drug
investigation. During this incident, Deputy Knudson arrested two subjects and seized
approximately 113 grams of heroin, 24 grams of cocaine, 7 grams of prescription medication,
several hundred dollars in currency, two knives, and a firearm. Deputy Knudson was selected as
a Police Training Officer (PTO) in 2025. Deputy Knudson possesses extensive knowledge of
computer systems and continues to expand his repertoire to become a subject matter expert in
cryptocurrency investigations. He is currently pursuing a master’'s degree. Deputy Knudson is
highly driven, professional, and self-motivated. Deputy Knudson is commended for his initiative
throughout 2025.

Commendation: Deputy Garrett Whitehead

Deputy Garrett Whitehead displayed exceptional investigative skills in addressing a series of
synthetic cannabinoid overdose incidents that posed a significant threat to the Rock County Jail
in 2025. Deputy Whitehead identified patterns among multiple overdoses and took ownership of
a complex and time-intensive investigation that ultimately connected seven separate incidents to
the trafficking and distribution of synthetic cannabinoids. Deputy Whitehead committed over 100
investigative hours to this case. His efforts included conducting 32 interviews, performing detailed
jail communication analysis, preparing comprehensive reports, and securing and executing
multiple subpoenas to obtain critical evidence. As a direct result of his work, seven suspects were
charged with a combined 24 felony offenses and 2 misdemeanors. His investigation brought



accountability to those responsible and made the Rock County Jail safer for employees and other
inmates. Deputy Whitehead is commended for his hard work on this extensive investigation.

Commendation: Correctional Officer Jill Twitty

Since the implementation of body scanners in the Rock County Jail in 2023, Correctional Officer
Jill Twitty has demonstrated expertise in utilizing the body scanner to detect and deter dangerous
contraband and narcotics from entering the Rock County Jail. Her skills in interpreting body
scanner images have led to the seizure of multiple contraband items from known narcotics
facilitators. Items seized include Fentanyl, Heroin, Crack Cocaine, Cocaine, Marijuana, Psilocin
Mushrooms, MDMA, Prescription Medications, and Drug Paraphernalia. These seizures have
resulted in felony arrests. Her dedication has stopped fatal substances from entering the Rock
County Jail and has likely prevented several overdoses. Correctional Officer Twitty has located
numerous other items that were placed in the Amnesty Box prior to identification. Correctional
Officer Twitty is commended for her diligence and commitment to the safety and security of the
Rock County Jail.

Commendation: Correctional Officer Clayton Hawley

Correctional Officer Clayton Hawley is a senior officer on 2™ Shift Jail and a leader amongst his
peers. Throughout 2025, he served as a Jail Training Officer (JTO) and acted as a resource for
many new and inexperienced officers. He is highly regarded and respected by his coworkers and
supervisors. Correctional Officer Hawley is always willing to assist other officers. He routinely
responds to other units to help with a problem or speak to an uncooperative inmate he has rapport
with. Correctional Officer Hawley is well spoken and maintains his composure during tense
situations involving uncooperative subjects. He can calmly communicate with upset individuals
and explain the reasoning for the action taking place at the time. Correctional Officer Hawley is
commended for his leadership and guidance on 2" Shift Jail.

The Rock County Sheriff's Office congratulates these award recipients for their exceptional
contributions to public safety!

CURTIS N. FELL
SHERIFF

By: Nicole Barrington



