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RE: Jury Convicts Beloit Child Molester of Molesting a Family Member 

Janesville, WI – In 2017 and 2018, Ethan Brown of Rockford, Illinois came to Beloit and 
molested a young acquaintance.  In 2025, the girl came forward to report Brown's crimes. 
Yesterday, after three days of trial, a Rock County jury found him guilty of three serious child 
sex crimes he was charged with. 

In late 2017 and early 2018, Ethan 
Brown (then 17 years old) often 
came to Beloit for gatherings of 
friends and extended family. 
During these gatherings, he lured a 
7-year-old girl to the basement and
molested her.  In 2025, the young
girl (then 14-years-old) finally told
her mother.  She said she had "felt
guilty" about it and "thought she
might be in trouble," so she didn't
tell anyone.  Her mother reported
the crime to the Beloit Police
Department.  The child victim gave
a forensic interview at the YWCA
Care House, a safe environment
that enabled her to reveal details of multiple instances of sexual assault.

The Beloit Police Department investigated, led by Child Maltreatment Officer Dylann Rauch 
and Detective Eric Schoonover.  Officer Rauch found two other children from those gatherings 
had similar statements: that Ethan would take them down to "play" in the basement before 
touching or fondling them.  Detective Schoonover interviewed Brown, who said he was aware 
that "the kids" were "trying to get him in trouble," but he denied having sexual contact with 
any of them.  Beloit Police consulted with Assistant District Attorney Alex Goulart and referred 
charges against Brown. 

The Rock County District Attorney's Office charged Brown with two counts of 1st Degree 
Sexual Assault of a Child and one count of Child Enticement.  On Monday, a panel of Rock 
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County citizens sat in the courtroom of the Hon. Derrick Grubb to begin hearing three days of 
evidence.  The jury heard testimony from multiple Beloit Police officers, the main child victim, 
as well as the other children Brown had enticed to the basement.  Brown himself testified in 
his own defense.  In closing arguments, Assistant District Attorney Alex Goulart argued that 
the jury should have no doubts as to Brown's guilt, because “[child’s name] came into a 
courtroom full of perfect strangers, and her abuser, and talked about the worst trauma of her 
life: being sexually assaulted." 
 
The jury took several hours to deliberate, but ultimately agreed with ADA Goulart.  Late in the 
evening of Wednesday, May 6th, the twelve jurors filed back into the courtroom to return 
verdicts of guilty on all charges.  "After sentencing, I'll make more of a statement about the 
fantastic collaboration of the Beloit Police Department, the YWCA Care House, and our 
office," said District Attorney Jason Sanders.  "For now, I will simply focus on the most 
important thing.  We should all be proud of that girl for finding the strength to come forward, 
and to come testify in a room full of strangers.  It is a shame that she ever felt guilty for being 
victimized.  I hope that the verdict makes it clear to her that she was never guilty – Ethan 
Brown was guilty, and God bless the jury for saying so." 
 
Brown will remain in the Rock County Jail until his sentencing by Judge Grubb on Aug. 7th of 
this year.  Brown faces up to 95 years in prison, with another 50 years of extended 
supervision.  Whenever Brown is released from prison, he will be required to register as a 
Sex Offender for the rest of his life. 
 
(end) 


