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RE: Beloit Man Sentenced to Life in Prison Without Parole for 2025 Murder 

Janesville, WI – In 2025, Dennis L. Banks Jr. – age 32, of Beloit – murdered 24 year-old 
“A.T.J.” shooting him in the living room of their residence.  A jury found Banks guilty of the 
First Degree Intentional Homicide of A.T.J. on February 27, 2026 as well as other crimes. 
Yesterday, Banks was sentenced to life in 
prison without the possibility of release. 

THE MURDER AND TRIAL 
On Monday, February 3 of 2025, Dennis 
Banks shot his friend A.T.J. in the face.  Banks 
was living in a crowded home with his mom 
and sister, as well as two friends (A.T.J. and 
R.D.B.) and their significant others.  Banks
came home and went on what R.D.B.
described as “a one-man stampede,” pistol
whipping R.D.B.  When others protested,
Banks pointed the gun at a woman’s head.
A.T.J., who was dating that woman, spoke up
to intervene.  Banks then lunged at A.T.J., and
shot him in the face.

Law enforcement spent the whole week fully investigating.  Officers of the Town of Beloit and 
the City of Beloit took crucial witness statements.  The investigation was led by the Rock 
County Sheriff’s Office.  Detectives there worked relentlessly and in collaboration with the 
District Attorney’s Office to build the case, which included interviewing Banks for hours. 
Banks ultimately claimed that he “blacked out” during the homicide and did not know what 
had happened in those crucial moments.   

The trial took place over a full week in February 2026.  The prosecution team – Assistant 
District Attorneys Carli McNeill and David Zarwell, and Rock County Sheriff’s Detective 
Dwayne Shaw – called almost two dozen witnesses to testify as to the death of A.T.J. and 
the crimes of Dennis Banks.  The jury saw body camera video of the first responding officers, 
which showed the chaos of the scene.  While A.T.J.’s girlfriend was doing CPR, trying to save 
him, Banks was in and out of the residence, running around shirtless and screaming about 
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the “gray SUV” and how “they” had “shot my brother.”  But that was a lie.  Three eyewitnesses 
all testified that Banks had gone berserk.  He pistol whipped R.D.B., pointed the gun at 
A.T.J.’s girlfriend, and then shot A.T.J.  At the end of the five day jury trial, Banks was found 
guilty of all charges, including First Degree Intentional Homicide . 
 
THE SENTENCING 
Yesterday, Banks was sentenced by Judge John M. Wood, who also presided over the 
weeklong jury trial.  Judge Wood heard emotional statements from four of A.T.J.’s family 
members, including his mother.  A.T.J.’s mother expressed her grief that A.T.J. would be 
forever 24, after his life was cut short at the hands of Dennis Banks.  One of the witnesses 
who was present for the shooting also spoke, telling the Judge about the trauma that the 
defendant’s actions caused.  With these powerful statements, the victims and witnesses 
expressed how much A.T.J. will be missed, and how the defendant’s actions have caused 
irreparable harm. 
 
ADA Carli McNeill asked Judge Wood to impose a true life sentence and not make Banks 
eligible for release.  McNeill emphasized Banks’s history of violence, particularly domestic 
violence, and argued that the defendant was without remorse and empathy as he falsely 
accused his supposed friend, R.D.B. of committing the crime.  Such a person, who is violent 
and dangerous and without a conscience is a danger to the public, and should not be released 
from prison. 
 
Banks’s attorney asked for the minimum incarceration time, that Banks be made eligible to 
petition for extended supervision after 20 years.  Banks’s attorney argued that Banks had a 
history of trauma in his life and the possibility of a release date would incentivize him to work 
on rehabilitation.   
 
After hearing these arguments, Judge Wood imposed a life sentence without the possibility 
of release.  Judge Wood acknowledged that nothing anyone can do can bring A.T.J. back, 
but said that if he did not exercise his discretion and impose an appropriate sentence, that 
would make things worse and would be “like a slap in the face” for A.T.J.’s family.  Judge 
Wood also stressed that there two other victims in this case who Banks had attacked before 
shooting A.T.J.  For those crimes and the crime of being in a Felon in Possession of a firearm, 
Judge Wood imposed prison sentences, consecutive to his life sentence. 
 
After the sentencing, A.T.J.’s family expressed their appreciation to the prosecution team and 
indicated that this outcome renewed their faith in the justice system. 
 
“What happened to A.T.J. was such an unnecessary tragedy,” said ADA Carli McNeill.  
“However, I’m heartened by the response to this tragedy.  The strength shown by A.T.J.’s 
family, the courage of the witnesses who testified, and the hard work of the investigating 
officers and detectives, and the dedication of the professionals of the District Attorney’s Office 
all ensured that Banks was held accountable and achieved justice for A.T.J.”  
 
“I am thankful to A.T.J.’s family, for trusting us,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders.  “And I 
hope they feel a sense of closure from this.  I am proud of the tremendous work of our team, 
and grateful to Judge Wood for agreeing with ADA McNeill that Banks committed the most 
serious crime – and showed no character, accountability, or remorse for it afterward – and he 
should therefore receive the most serious sentence.” 


