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RE: Prison until 2071 for Cold Case “Nightmarish” Gunpoint Sex Assault 

Janesville, WI – In 1999, John E. W. Carter – then, age 30, of Warrens, Wisconsin – 
sexually assaulted a teenage girl at gunpoint in the Janesville Mall.  He was identified by 
DNA evidence in 2021, and charged with First Degree Sexual Assault.  Today, Rock 
County Judge Sara Gehrig-Woodman sentenced Carter to serve an additional 25 in 
prison.  This sentence is consecutive to another cold-case sexual assault conviction, 
meaning that Carter (who is now 57 years old) should be in prison until 2071. 

In December of 1999, an unknown white 
male held a 16-year-old girl at gunpoint in the 
parking lot of the Janesville Mall, and forced 
her to perform sexual acts on him.  The victim 
reported the crime to the Janesville Police 
Department, who collected his DNA. 

Just a few months later, in February 2000, 
the same man kidnapped a different 16-year-

old female at gunpoint as she was leaving work at the Fox River Mall in Outagamie 
County, Wisconsin.  He forced her to perform very similar acts upon him.  She also 
reported the crime to the Grand Chute Police Department, who also collected his DNA. 

The Wisconsin State Crime Lab processed both DNA samples and developed a profile of 
the rapist.  However, there were no matches in any databases.  Both police departments 
continued investigating, until advances in DNA databases identified Carter, who was 
arrested in 2021 and charged for the gunpoint sexual assault in both counties. 

In Outagamie County, Carter pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 25 years in prison, 
with an additional 15 years extended supervision.  In Rock County, Carter pleaded guilty, 
and today, his sentence was argued before the Hon. Sara Gehrig-Woodman. 

In her sentencing argument, Assistant District Attorney Carli McNeill highlighted the 
effects Carter's crime had on the victim, calling Carter's crime "horrific, terrifying, and 
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nightmarish."  McNeill pointed out that while Carter claimed this was related to a past 
drinking problem, each of his sexual assaults were planned, executed in similar fashion, 
hundreds of miles from his home, and targeting teenage girls who worked in malls.  "He 
targeted them, he followed them to their cars, he told them he was writing down their 
license plates, making them afraid he would find them in the future," McNeill said.  "He 
blames his behavior on alcohol," she argued.  "I think that is nonsense.  He is a predator.  
He is a danger."  The victim gave a statement to the Judge in writing but declined to speak 
to the court in person. 
 
Carter's attorney, Kevin Smith, asked the Judge to sentence Carter to mere concurrent 
time, meaning that it would not extend how long Carter stayed in prison.  Smith’s 
argument hinged on Carter “no longer being dangerous” and labelled the idea of a 
consecutive sentence as “piling on.” 
 
Judge Gehrig-Woodman clearly rejected the idea that Carter had not planned and 
intended sexual assault, and found it “troubling” that Carter indicated he found sexual 
assault more stimulating than sex.  “He got a thrill from her trauma,” Judge Gehrig-
Woodman said.  “She lived in fear for twenty years, while he walked free.” 
 
“The sentence a person receives in this court,” said Judge Gehrig-Woodman, “will match 
the heinousness of the crime.”  She then sentenced Carter to a consecutive sentence of 
25 years, sending Carter to prison until 2071.  If he is released at his scheduled date, he 
would be over 100 years old, and would be subject to Sex Offender Registry rules. 
 
“Sometimes, we refer to crime victims as ‘survivors,’ because we know they have a future 
in front of them,” said District Attorney Jason Sanders.  “Here, this victim has already 
survived – moved on, built a life – and deserves her anonymity.  But I hope she feels 
closure in this sentence.  And I hope she, and everyone who worked diligently on this 
case waiting for DNA technology to catch up, shares my gratitude.  I’m deeply thankful to 
Judge Gehrig-Woodman for taking this as seriously as the Janesville Police Department, 
the District Attorney’s Office, and – most of all – the survivor of this horrifying crime.” 
 
(end) 


