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Communicable Disease Quarterly Report

Rock County Public Health's (RCPH) communicable disease quarterly report provides a brief overview of our county's
communicable disease trends.

As a local public health department, we're responsible for investigating reportable conditions to determine the source
of a person's exposure and identify others they may have exposed. We also provide education on disease prevention,
assure disease transmission is limited, and help answer any questions a person may have.
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Disease Spotlight: Sexually Transmitted Infections

In the past three calendar years, Rock County has averaged about
620 annual cases of chlamydia, 180 cases of gonorrhea, and 80
suspected cases of syphilis. These cases predominately occur in
individuals aged 20-29, and with chlamydia specifically, nearly 70%
of cases occur in females.

With an abundance of cases in Rock County, it's important to
emphasize the necessity for routine testing and retesting —
especially for sexually active, young adults. The CDC recommends
all sexually active women under 25 years of age get tested annually.

Sexually transmitted infections (STIs) often present
asymptomatically, meaning many individuals will live with
undiagnosed STls and, therefore, unknowingly spread them to
sexual partners. Even without symptoms, infections can cause
serious health problems.

In response to the volume of STls in our county, Rock County Public Health offers no-cost STI and HIV testing to our
residents. Testing is available both in-clinic and via at-home kits for chlamydia, gonorrhea, trichomoniasis, and HIV.
We encourage providers to refer patients who may benefit from this service. Appointments and kits can be
requested through forms on our website.

We also want to highlight the emergence of TMVII: a new type of ringworm infection that is spread through close skin-
to-skin contact, including intimate and sexual contact. The Wisconsin DHS recently highlighted TMVII's regional
significance in a health alert, as Minnesota identified more than 30 cases since July 2025 — the largest cluster in the
United States to date.

Hot Topics

While we monitor local disease activity, we also watch other infectious disease news, including the recent Ebola
disease outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Uganda, a hantavirus outbreak stemming from a
cruise ship, Salmonella outbreaks linked to backyard poultry and moringa leaf powder, and an infant botulism outbreak
linked to powdered formula.

You've probably been hearing a lot in the news about cyclosporiasis too. As of July 15, there have been 61 cases of
cyclosporiasis reported in Wisconsin during this year's Cyclospora season so far (May 1-July 15), including one
hospitalization. The Wisconsin DHS offers information for providers on their cyclosporiasis webpage.

Also remember that measles is still here, as the Wisconsin DHS released updated measles clinical guidance on June
1 reminding clinicians to isolate, test, and report.

New Info - Heads Up!

New Reportable Condition: Congenital Cytomegalovirus

On May 5, the Wisconsin Division of Public Health (DPH) announced congenital cytomegalovirus (cCMV)
infection and disease in infants less than 1 year of age is now reportable to the Wisconsin Department of Health
Services. Please view the DPH memo for more information, including reporting requirements.

Infection Prevention Consortium - August Meeting

Join us for our next IP Consortium meeting on August 4th from 10:30-12:00! These quarterly meetings provide a
collaborative forum to engage with and discuss evidence-based practices, address shared challenges, and
strengthen collective approaches to preventing infections and protecting public health.

For further information, please contact Jennifer Weadge at jennifer.weadge@co.rock.wi.us.

Available Resources for Healthcare Partners

Remember to visit our For Healthcare Partners webpage for information on disease reporting, the Infection
Prevention Consortium, and previous Quarterly Reports and Local Health Alerts.

We also provide up-to-date respiratory virus data trends through the communicable disease dashboard on our
Healthy Rock website! Visitors can also view data on childhood vaccinations, flu vaccinations rates, and sexually
transmitted infections within the page. Use the Find Data page to view more data dashboards.

Looking to Next Quarter

Enjoying time outside is the best way to enjoy summer! However, it's important to remember summer heat brings
about new communicable disease risks. Both foodborne and tickborne diseases are expected to increase in the
coming months as our county residents engage in outdoor activities. Our environmental health and communicable
disease teams will continue paying close attention to any potential cases to keep our community safe!

Spread the Word!

We would greatly appreciate you forwarding this bulletin to other Rock County healthcare providers so they may also
subscribe to our Healthcare Provider Updates topic for pertinent communicable disease information and health alerts.
We thank you for your help in keeping Rock County safe from communicable diseases!

Questions or feedback? We would love to hear I
from you! Send us a message on our website. W
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