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RE: Child Molester Sentenced to two decades in Child Sexual Assault case

Janesville, WI — In 2017 and 2018, Ethan Brown of Rockford, lllinois came to Beloit and
molested a young acquaintance. In 2025, the girl came forward to report Brown's crimes. In
May of 2026, Assistant District Attorney Alex Goulart spent three days presenting the case to
a jury, which found Ethan Brown guilty of all counts. On Friday, August 4, the Honorable
Derrick Grubb sentenced Brown to
33 years in the Wisconsin Prison
System: 20 vyears initial prison,
followed by 13 years extended
supervision.

In late 2017 and early 2018, Ethan
Brown (then 17 years old) often
came to Beloit for gatherings of
friends and extended family.
During these gatherings, he lured a
7-year-old girl to the basement and
molested her. In 2025, the young
girl (then 14-years-old) finally told
her mother. The Beloit Police
Department investigated, led by
Child Maltreatment Officer Dylann
Rauch and Detective Eric Schoonover. Officer Rauch found two other children from those
gatherings had similar statements: that Ethan would take them down to "play" in the basement
before touching or fondling them.

The Rock County District Attorney’s Office charged Brown with Child Enticement and two
counts of Child Sexual Assault. On May 6, 2026, after an excellent closing argument from
Assistant District Attorney Alex Goulart, a Rock County jury found Brown guilty of all three
felony counts.

At sentencing, the child victim and her mother both spoke. The mother told Judge Grubb
about the trauma her daughter was suffering from. “She has increasingly withdrawn from
those around her,” the mother said, “isolating herself emotionally and channeling nearly all of
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her energy into her studies as a means of coping with the ongoing stress and emotional toll.”
The child victim addressed Brown directly, and then told Judge Grubb, “Sharing my story
gives me some sense of purpose because it means | am not only protecting myself, but
possibly protecting others as well.”

The District Attorney’s Office recommended that Judge Grubb sentence Lee to a total of 26
years initial prison, followed by 8 years extended supervision. ADA Goulart highlighted
Browns lack of remorse and manipulation, and that “Brown tried to manipulate the victim, he
tried to manipulate the jury, and he manipulated his family.” The 34 total years in the prison
system he recommended was necessary, Goulart argued, because “you do not get to
sexually assault a seven year old in multiple different ways and not go to prison.”

Brown’s attorney told Judge Grubb that Brown “is exercising his right to innocence” despite
the jury verdicts, and highlighted that the fact that Brown was a sixteen year old at the time
of the offense. Brown’s attorney then recommended that Judge Grubb sentence Brown to a
period of probation.

“You're a sex offender, Mr. Brown,” Judge Grubb told Brown during his sentence. “You show
no remorse even as you sit here to be sentenced.” Judge Grubb then sentenced Brown to a
total of 33 in the Wisconsin Prison System, bifurcated by 20 in prison and 13 years extended
supervision. Upon his release from prison, Brown will be required to register as a sex offender
for the rest of his natural life.

“In court today, the child victim’s mother said something powerful,” said District Attorney
Jason Sanders. “She said she was profoundly proud of her daughter for making her voice
heard and providing other girls the courage to advocate for themselves. I'm not going to give
you a quote better than that. I'm just glad the good people of the Beloit Police Department
and the Rock County DA’s Office were there to help her do it.”

(end)



